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Shutting it Down in Copenhagen! 
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Shut It Down action in Copenhagen 


$4.50 US & Canada 


BY ROCKSLIDE 


On September 26, the people of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, joined in 
the growing phenomena sweeping 
Europe—mass actions to shut down 
coal-fired power plants. Fifteen 
hundred people marched to the lo- 
cal coal and biomass-fired power 
plant with a clear message: “Talking 
is over; shut it down!” 

The plant is owned by Vattenfall, a 
notorious energy company in north- 
ern Europe and one of Denmark's 
largest emitters of carbon dioxide. 
The action was organized by the 
Shut It Down action group. It had 
been widely publicized for months. 

The plan was simple: march to the 
power plant, enter the grounds and 
lock down to the coal conveyors. 
The two main color blocs, as well 
as the stealth ninja swimming bloc, 
were all prepared, but ran into a wall 
of about 500 police officers who had 
fortified the plant from the inside 
like a medieval castle. 

While initially outflanked by 
the Earth destroyers, the pro- 
testors pulled a flanking ma- 
neuver and carried out some 
serious fence cutting, which al- 
lowed for the penetration of 
the plant perimeter. Shortly af- 
ter getting inside the grounds, 
though, the police descended and 

continued on page 15 


BY JEFF HENDRICK 


Despite a temporary victory in 
2008, the Tohono O’odham sacred 
site near the community of Qui- 
tovac, in Sonora, Mexico, is still 
threatened by toxic pollution and 
other industrial activities. A move- 
ment to gain permanent protection 
for Quitovac and its vicinity needs 
to be built. 

In 2006, O’odham activist Ofe- 
lia Rivas and the O’odham Voice 
Against the Wall first began to no- 
tify the public about a toxic chemi- 
cal waste dump that was being 
planned in Sonora by the Mexican 
company, CEGIR. 

The proposed dump site was de- 
signed to potentially treat and sepa- 
rate up to 45,000 tons of hazardous 
waste materials annually, includ- 
ing asbestos, organochlorides and 
waste sludge from industries oper- 
ating near the border. This dump 
was planned to be sited very close 
to Quitovac, a small community in 
Northern Sonora near one of the 


Help Build the Movement for Permanent Protection 
of the O'odham Sacred Site Near Quitovae, Sonora 


O’odham’s most-sacred ceremonial 
sites and a natural oasis used by the 
people, as well as migrating birds 
and local animals. 

The story of the planning of 
this toxic dump near Quitovac is 
a classic example of the type of 
environmental racism that the in- 
digenous peoples of the Americas 
face constantly. 

The O’odham were never con- 
sulted during the initial planning 
of the proposed dump, even though 
they are the ones who would have 
to suffer the effects of the groundwa- 
ter pollution that inevitably results 
when toxic chemical dumps are 

continued on page 15 


Beautiful mountainside in Quitovac 
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Listening to Our Instincts 


There is one thing I’ve learned 
about ideology: if it is not perti- 
nent to the logistics of our im- 
mediate survival, it is emotionally 
inaccessible and in most cases ir- 
relevant to the majority of those 
unaccustomed to the lingo and var- 
ious subcultures contained within 
whichever ideological box. I try to 
remind myself of this when con- 
templating the important issues 
of survival that we face. Whether 
they involve my friends and fam- 
ily, non-human beings or the very 
Earth we all inhabit, I know I must 
break away from the political, the 
ideological, and my own sub-cul- 
tural confines to reach others and 
keep it real. It is the revolt that I 
feel in my gut, not my intellect 
that I wish to act on. 

Does this mean that I see no use 
in the intellect or in sub-cultural 
fashions? It would be a lie if I de- 
nied the huge influence that his- 
tory books, theory, punk rock and 
zines have had on me, and many 
of my friends. But it brought me 
to a very new place beyond the 
book, beyond the show where I 
try to get serious about classism, 
about colonialism, about patriar- 
chy, racism and every other op- 
pressive trend of authoritarianism 


that is violently enforced by all _ 


governments, the global capital- 
ist economy and all of us who do 
not confront it in ourselves. No 
one should fear calling a spade 
a spade no matter what their 
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educational or political back- 
ground may be. 

The will to dominate and kill un- 
til there’s nothing left to dominate 
or kill is specific to our species. It’s 
killing the Earth and it’s killing our 
communities. This is the bottom 
line that leaves us with a biocentric 
perspective. If we try to recognize 
domination everywhere it exists, 
we see that it demands nothing less 
than total liberation. For me, these 


feelings are rooted in emotions like _ 
compassion, anger and dedication. 
No college course, political party or — 


punk band can satisfy these emo- 
tions. (The punk band comes clos- 
est, though!) ae 

It doesn’t take a high intellect 
or adherence to a dress code to 
feel injustice and desire to fight 
it. | want the Earth to survive the 
catastrophic abuse our species 
imposes on it. I want my loved 
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ones to survive encounters with 
police and other bullies. Hope- 
fully, this issue of the EF! Journal 
reflects our intention to become 
better allies to all living things in 
their struggles for survival, in the 
ways in which we feel we can be 
most effective, ways un-regulated 
by any institution or rigid system 
of thought. This issue, we’ve tried 
to focus on various struggles of in- 
digenous people here in Arizona 
and worldwide. 

In 7" grade I found myself fighting 
on the side of trees and squirrels for 
the first time. Having sought mental 
refuge in local wilderness for most 
of my childhood, I naturally had a 
strong gut feeling of defensiveness 
when my township began to threat- 
en a nearby old growth forest. Later 
on I learned that the Arowmen and 
Erinwonek tribes of the indigenous 
Lenape people inhabited this area 
before European settlers cleared the 
surrounding forests for farms, timber 
and fuel and forced them out. It was 


“amazing to me that this little patch of 


woods used to cover the entire region 


_of what are now the densely populat- 


ed suburbs of Philadelphia. To watch 
as local authorities attempted to turn 
the last slice of wilderness left in our 


_ area into sports fields impassioned me 


with a fire still left lit. It is this type of 
resistance, the kind that I derive from 
my gut rather than my head, that is 
truly universal. This is what will keep 
me going for years to come. 

-LUKE 
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SAVE THE PEAKS 


By ELISABETH “Bess” CATHERINE BAIRD-BENNETT 


The fight to stop the US Forest Service (USFS) and Arizona Snow- 
bowl from making snow with reclaimed wastewater on the San Fran- 
cisco Peaks continues. 

On September 21, the Save the Peaks Coalition filed suit in the 
US District Court for the district of Arizona to challenge the USFS 
Final Impact Statement and its failure to adequately address the 
potential harm of human ingestion of reclaimed wastewater. 

A three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco ruled against the Forest Service in March 2007, stating it 
violated the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) in its 
decision to allow snowmaking on the Peaks. However, the en banc 
court—an 11-judge panel of the 9th Circuit Court that reheard the 
case—dismissed the claim, stating it was improperly filed at the 
district court level. 

After the en banc court ruling, attorney Howard Shanker, who 
represents the Coalition, said the reasons why the NEPA claim was 
thrown out were not clear to him, and expressed his intent to re-file 
the claim at the district level. 

According to the Arizona Department of Environmental Qual- 
ity, A+ treated sewer water may contain fecal matter in three 
out of every 10 samples taken, and the EPA currently has no 
regulations in place for monitoring levéls of pharmaceuticals, 
hormones, endocrine disruptor’s, industrial pollutants and nar- 
cotics in treated water. 

The Save the Peaks Coalition formed in 2004 in response to 
the USFS allowance of the expansion of Arizona Snowbowl, a 


BY BLACK MESA INDIGENOUS SUPPORT 


We are excited to inform you that a caravan of work crews will 
once again be converging from across the US in support of residents 
of the Big Mountain regions of Black Mesa. On behalf of their peo- 
ples, their sacred ancestral lands and future generations, these com- 
munities continue to carry out a staunch resistance to the efforts of 
the US government, which is acting in the interests of the Peabody 
Coal Company, to devastate whole communities and ecosystems 
and greatly de-stabilize our planet’s climate for the profit of an elite 
few. 

By assisting with direct, on-land projects, you are helping families 
stay on their ancestral homelands in resistance to an illegal occu- 
pation. These courageous communities serve as the very blockade 
to coal mining! More than 14,000 Diné people have been forcibly 
removed from their ancestral homelands due to spin created by the 
U.S government and Peabody Coal, under the guise of the so-called 
“Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute.” Families are now in their third decade 
resisting this travesty and, as you can imagine, many residents are 
very elderly, and Winters can be rough. With their guidance, the 
aim of this caravan is to honor the elders and to generate support in 
the form of direct, on-land support: chopping and hauling firewood, 
doing minor repair work, offering holistic health care and sheep- 
herding before the approaching cold Winter months arrive. 

“The Big Mountain matriarchal leaders always believed that 
resisting forced relocation will eventually benefit all ecologi- 
cal systems, including the human race,” says Bahe Keediniihii, 
Dineh organizer and translator. “Continued residency by fami- 
lies throughout the Big Mountain region has a significant role in 
the intervention of Peabody’s future: plan for Black Mesa coal to 
be the major source of unsustainable energy, the growing depen- 
dency on fossil fuels, and escalating green house gas emissions. 
We will continue to fight to defend our homelands.” 

At this moment, decision makers in Washington DC are plan- 
ning ways to continue their occupation of tribal lands under the 
guise of extracting “clean coal,” which does not exist. In 30 years 


Greetings From Black Mesa Indigenous Support 
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private, for-profit entity operating on federal land under a spe- 
cial use permit. 

The Save the Peaks Coalition has since worked to protect the 
religious freedom of the more than 13 tribes that hold the moun- 
tain sacred and to protect from the environmental degradation 
that the unprecedented use of 100 percent treated sewage effluent 
would produce. 

“The cultural survival of more than 13 indigenous nations is di- 
rectly intertwined with the environmental integrity of the holy San 
Francisco Peaks,” said Jeneda Benally, a volunteer with the Save the 
Peaks Coalition. 

The Flagstaff, Arizona, city government has set no motion for- 
ward to protect its own unique ecology and the pristine environ- 
ment of the San Francisco Peaks, and still maintains a contract to 
sell 180 million gallons of reclaimed sewage effluent in the Winter 
to the corporate shareholder-owned business, Arizona Snowbowl. 

Claims about the benefits toward the Flagstaff economy have mo- 
tivated many people not to challenge the ultimately racist action 
of agreeing to defile the mountain for profit. The Arizona Snow- 
bowl, however, lies outside of the city and does not contribute to 
city taxes. No evidence has been produced to correlate a successful 
ski season with the over-all economic health of the city. 

Currently, the Obama Administration has the authority to stop 


‘this development and uphold the Federal Religious Freedoms 


Rights Act, establishing a precedent for environmental and sacred 
site protection. 

Please visit www.savethepeaks.org for further ways to help and more 
information. 


of disastrous operation, Dine’ and Hopi communities in Arizona 
have been ravaged by Peabody’s coal mining, which has taken land 
from and forcibly relocated thousands of families, has drained 2.5 
million gallons of water daily from the only community water sup- 
ply, and has left a toxic legacy along an abandoned 273-mile coal 
slurry pipeline. Peabody’s Black Mesa mine has been the source of 
an estimated 325 million tons of carbon dioxide that have been 
discharged into the atmosphere. Coal from the Black Mesa Mine 
could contribute an additional 290 million tons of carbon diox- 
ide to the global warming crisis! Ignoring protests from Dineh and 
Hopi communities and their allies, the US Government (Office of 
Surface Mining) has permitted Peabody Energy to extend its mas- 
sive strip-mining operations until 2026 or until the coal is gone. 
Peabody Coal plans to seize another 19,000 acres of sacred land 
beyond the 67,000 acres already in Peabody’s grasp at Black Mesa. 

Peabody Energy, previously Peabody Coal Company, is the world’s 
largest private-sector coal company, operating mines throughout 
North America, South America and Australia, and is the twelfth-larg- 
est coal exporter. In addition, Peabody is proposing new coal-fired 
power plants in several states. Peabody’s coal mining will exacer- 
bate already devastating environmental and cultural impacts on lo- 
cal communities and significantly add fuel to the fire of the current 
global climate chaos! 

We are at a critical juncture and must take a stand in support of 
communities on the front lines of resistance now! Indigenous and 
land-based peoples have maintained the understanding that our col- 
lective survival is deeply dependent on our relationship to Mother 
Earth. Victory in protecting and reclaiming the Earth will require a 
broad movement that can help bridge cultures, issues and nations. 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support wishes for this caravan to be an 
important opportunity for people of all backgrounds to listen and 
work with the families of Black Mesa to generate more awareness 
that relocation laws and coal mining need to be stopped, that these 
communities deserve to be free on their ancestral homelands, and 
to come together to strengthen our solidarity and find ways to work 
together to protect Black Mesa and our Mother Earth for all life. 


San Francisco Peaks 
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Join the 


Caravan 
in Support of 


Communities on 
the front lines of 
resistance at Big 
Mountain, Black 
Mesa, Arizona. 


November 
21-28 


www.blackmesais.org 
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Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Hey there, ya'll! Just wanted 
to send you a letter telling you 
thanks for the zine. Sometimes, 
people seem to fall from the face 
of the Earth when we come to 
prison. Glad to know there are still 
some true-blood punx with their 
heads screwed on right. I just got 
the zine today and I have to say 
the picture from Cascadia with the 
van over-turned stirred some sup- 
pressed emotions—not to mention 
one hell of a smile. 

Hopefully, more and more peo- 
ple will come to understand that 
this fight to stop the destruction 
of our planet has got to move for- 
ward like never before. With float- 
ing islands of plastics in the Pacific, 
deforestation, nuclear power and 
other catastrophes waiting to hap- 
pen, the destruction is moving for- 
ward ten-fold. 

So, so should the fight. To all 
my brothers and sisters involved 
in this fight, I salute you. Keep up 
the fight, forever and a day and a 
night! Peace out! 


—JEFF BROWN 


Dear Racism for Brains, 

Many thanks and much gratitude 
to Maria for her EF!J Submission 
“Practical Ideas for an Anti-Racist 
Radical Ecological Movement.” It 
is just this sort of feedback that 
the white, working and middle- 
class activists, need in order to 
confront the insidious forces of 
racism (and classism, sexism, ho- 
mophobia, xenophobia, etc.) that 
lurk creepily amidst our com- 
munities. While getting together 
amongst ourselves with appro- 
priate literature and exercises to 
work on these issues is critical, we 
can only accomplish so much by 
ourselves without practical input 
from those individuals and com- 
munities most impacted by our 
own (often unrecognized) short- 
comings. It’s a bit like a circle of 
schizophrenics meeting to discuss 
and process their mental illness— 
useful and productive, but can 
only go so far without the aid of 
a therapist. I noted on the EF!J 


Page 4 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2009 


; a fe 
hit 
ahs ©. 
INS & 


website that most of the responses 
to this article were limited to ar- 
rogant, high-handed critiques of 
Maria’s writing style: a particularly 
obnoxious form of classism known 
as “intellectualism.” It’s no wonder 
we have such difficulty getting peo- 
ple of color to talk with us— much 
less listen to us, as we struggle for 
the Earth, Life, Freedom and Jus- 
tice. Thank you again, Maria, and 
keep the feedback coming. We 
can’t make it without you! 
—STORM 


Dear SFB, 

Wow! What a lovely and spiri- 
tual letter you all sent me. Your 
love for nature shines on through, 
as does your passion for social 
change to save the planet and 
the magnificent proliferation of 
life on it. I hope your roadshow 
was a big success. You may well 
be running into a lot of passiv- 
ity as many people are still wait- 
ing for Obama to save us. But of 
course, the problems we face are 
much deeper than who’s in the 
White House; they’re systemic 
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Endangered species of California 


and ecological—economics and 
war crises are mounting. So, it’s 
urgently important that we plant 
seeds now so that we have some 
of those willows, that Nicole elo- 
quently cited, to withstand the 
storms. I’m in good health and 
good spirits, and feel very con- 
nected to the work that you do. 
Clinton is located in the Adiron- 
dacks, like Ashland in northern 
Wisconsin, a totally gorgeous 
area. The contrast between this 
ugly prison sitting within these 
beautiful mountains is a good 
metaphor for both what we have 
to overcome and the basis we 

have for life to flourish. 
Please keep up your good work. 

One love, 

—Davip GILBERT 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Hang a giant condom from a 
bridge to gain attention about the 
population explosion that must 
be reduced to one billion to save 


all life! And fast. There’s no time 
to waste on other eco-issues. Why 
don’t you EFlers swarm parents’ 
night at a local school and hand 
out condoms to show how much 
damage parents are doing to the 
Earth by getting pregnant? As you 
know, there are too many fucking 
human beings fucking without 
birth control, making too many 
fucking babies fucking up the bio- 
sphere. And it is illegal to state this 
truth! So, please use the donation 
to teach classes on how to prop- 
erly enjoy oral sex without preg- 
nancy and the severe damage it 
causes the Earth. Save the forests, 
fellate and go muff diving! Every 
environmental action must make 
a point about the population ex- 
plosion and birth control! It’s time 
for a “Save the planet, sterilize 
yourself!” sticker, or “Timber com- 
panies chainsaw your balls!” 
—ANONYMOUS 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

This is a response to Gedden from 
the May-June 2009 issue. Human 
breeding is no more “selfish” than 
the reproduction of any other spe- 
cies. We have as much right to be 
here as any other species, and our 
reproduction isn’t an affront to the 
natural world because guess what, 
we are part of the natural world. 
Children are the future. We will 
breed, because we must go on, as 
all life forms must go on. Umm, 
may I point out the obvious fact 
that not breeding would eventually 
(granted it would take a long time) 
lead to extinction? But let me guess, 
you probably think that would be a 
good thing. 

Our children will have the an- 
swers to the problems of the future 
because they will be of that time 
period, not ours. There is no spe- 
cies that stops breeding all together. 
There is hardly room for new ani- 
mals of every species on our planet, 
yet what do they do? They keep 
breeding. It’s called hope. The 
consequences of our overpopula- 
tion will continue to be severe for 
a long time, because our environ- 
mental crisis was set in motion 
a long time ago, unfortunately. 
Self-hate for our species is not the 
answer (and by the way, your per- 
spective is very white and gentile- 
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centric: indigenous peoples’ and 
Jews’ problem is not overpopula- 
tion, but underpopulation). This is 
how environmentalists marginal- 
ize ourselves. Count me out. 

—Siri 
Dear Cats for Brains, 

This is in response to “Research- 
ers like to watch coyotes eat cats” 
in Mabon’s Environmental News 
of the Weird. I found the com- 
ments of our dear Journal staff to 
be surprising and disappointing, 
and to read more like something 
in a right-wing rag than some- 
thing in a seasoned, cutting-edge 
environmental journal. Domestic 
cats have, in many cases, been 
single-handedly responsible for 
the decline and eradication of 
wildlife populations—particularly 
migratory songbirds—on a global 
scale. This is no secret. I’m not 
sure what to attribute the staff's 
comments to: the current, more 
urban, animal rights emphasis 
of the movement; a general dis- 
trust of research scientists; or a 
job description that does not en- 
tail staring at a computer all day 
being deemed abnormal. In any 
case, if it takes quantification to 
convince cat owners to keeptheir 
feline killing machines indoors, 
then more power to it. To see if I 
was missing something, I read the 
offending article, and could have 
understood if the staff's beef was 
the study’s methodology, which 
involved radiocollaring— in my 
mind always questionable. How- 
ever, this wasn’t the case, and I 
wonder whether the staff.even 
read the article or was simply 
handed its opinions from lame 
news outfits, which so often have 
no environmental clue. I suspect 
the latter, since the article itself 
had some strong environmental/ 
conservation statements. | came 
away celebrating the coyote, who 
has managed to thrive in an ur- 
ban landscape, and applauding 
the scientists, who may actu- 
ally effect some change through 
“writing littke numbers in note- 
books.” 

For the wild, 

—A SCIENTIST WHO “WOULD LOVE~TO 
DOCUMENT A WILD CREATURE’S PREDA- 
TORY EVENT ON YOUR OUTDOOR DOMESTIC 

KITTY 
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Recently, some subscribers may have been notified in a bulk e-mail sent out from Ben Rosenfeld that the Journal decided to “censor” one letter he had repeatedly 
submitted. In other words, our editorial collective did not consent to its inclusion, as we have done to many submissions, every issue, for years. That's our job. If this is 
censorship, than every publication that doesn’t print every single thing they receive (which, I guess I have to mention, is impossible) is practicing it. You can read Ben’s 
original letter online at www.indybay.org/newsitems/2009/10/02/18624234.php. Ben subsequently submitted a second letter in response to our decision, a nearly 900- 
word letter challenging our “censorship” and condemning the Journal. He'll probably make his second letter available as well. (Which, if we somehow prevented, rather 
than simply declining to publicize it, would actually be censorship.) 

These emotional and divisive issues should require level headed, mutually respectful attitudes to work out. Ben has now expressed his intention to wage a “fight” 
against the Journal. He has so far suggested, in more than one e-mail, that the Journal is being run by provocateurs. Out of all of those whose submissions and letters 
are never printed, it is troubling that it’s an experienced first amendment lawyer who winds up behaving this way. Regardless, we hope his issues, which we do understand 
represent many other’s concerns, can be dealt with in a respectful fashion in future issues of the Journal. 


Issue Explanation 
Samhaif 


Samhain represents, among other things, the end of harvest sea- 
son. Samhain is Irish Gaelic for “the Summer’s end,” and is pro- 
nounced “sow-in.” The first month of the Celtic year was called 
Samonios, meaning “seeds fall.” The gardens have typically died 
off by this time of the year, and where we once saw lush green 
plants, there is nothing left but dry, dead stalks. The perennials 
have shut down for the season, too, going dormant to return to us 
in the spring. It’s a time to gather, rest and share what we've ac- 
complished in the past year. ; 

Samhain is a time to celebrate nature’s cycle of death and renewal 
along with remembering our loved ones who’ve passed. After devot- 
ing boundless amounts of effort to projects and campaigns through- 
out the heated months of Summer, we can take some space to rest 
and celebrate the work of fallen friends, such as Judi Bari, David 
“Gypsy” Chain, Avalon and Sali Grace Eiler, among many others. 
While our energy may appear dormant during periods of reflection, 
these moments can manifest into more-focused actions later, just as 
the perennials will return bigger than ever next Spring. Samhain also 
marks the beginning of the Celtic New Year. It is a prime season to 
reassess Our goals and strategies, so we can bring in a greater harvest 
of victories and accomplishments next year at this time. 

__ A new season of chilly weather and black hoodies will soon be 
upon us once again. As nighttime begins to fall earlier and earlier, 
nature will use this weather to renew itself. The darkness of Winter i 
will soon creep up. Now is the time to take a moment to drift and 
rest. Bonfires and potlucks are the perfect way to celebrate Samhain. 

Through these celebrations, we will find rejuvenation and renewal. 
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BY CATHY AND HILLARY 


Cathy & Hilary are members of Rising Tide (RT) Bay Area and the Mo- 
bilization for Climate Justice (MC])—West Coast. What follows is a brief 
overview of the MC], followed by our personal thoughts and experience 
with US climate justice activism. Thanks for reading! 

The MCJ-West is a coalition of 35 Bay Area environmental and com- 
munity organizations that was formed in 2009 in the lead-up to the De- 
cember 2009 international climate negotiations in Copenhagen. The goal 
of MC] is to connect local environmental justice struggles to the broader 
movement for climate justice and emphasize the role of community-led 
solutions in addressing climate change. The global climate justice move- 
ment recognizes that the impacts of climate change fall most heavily on 
poor communities and that true solutions must come from those same 
communities on the front lines. But to give you a better sense of what it 
really means to be involved in organizing with MCJ-West, we thought it 
best to share our personal experiences and ideas. 

1) Why do you feel it is so important to involve community groups 
in the movement? 

Hilary: | think community groups are the voice of the move- 
ment. I also think there are three basic components to the climate 
justice movement: science, anti-capitalism, and activism (social 
and ecological justice). The activism component is where commu- 
nity groups and initiatives bring a certain kind of personal reality 
to the conversation. The role of community groups in the climate 
justice movement is about connecting the lived and felt experience 
of injustice. The community-based framework is also a great place 
to look for diversity and creativity in solutions; as we all know there 
isn’t a silver bullet to get us out of this one. 

2). How did we build such a diverse coalition? How does MC] fit 
into past mobilizations in the Bay Area? 

Cathy: The Richmond community’s struggle against Chevron is 
one of the longest running and most prominent environmental jus- 
tice struggles in the Bay Area. Because there are already a number 
of community groups organizing against Chevron (Communities 
for a Better Environment, Asian Pacific Environmental Network, 
Richmond Progressive Alliance, and West County Toxics Coalition, 
among others), it was relatively straightforward to bring those groups 
on board and create a stronger community base in our coalition. 
The first action-targeting Chevron also fit neatly into a long series 
of coalition-led mobilizations against Chevron over the past several 
years. However, MC}-West is exciting because it has also provided a 
platform for environmental groups and others that didn’t previously 
work on the Chevron campaign to get involved by introducing the 
focus on climate change. 

3). Why is MCJ-West targeting Chevron? 

Hilary: Chevron is the fifth-largest-corporation in the world. It is 
also the largest corporation in California. This past May, Chevron 
reported a 25 percent increase in revenues—that’s straight profit. 
Chevron’s financial proliferation, coupled with the inherent land 
and human rights abuses in the extraction and production processes 
of oil and coal (oh yeah, Chevron is also a coal comparty, too!) has 
made it into a multifaceted local representative of what democracy 
doesn’t look like. Ironically, Chevron’s wide spectrum of injustice 
also lends for a wide spectrum of political organizing, or coalition 
activism. As a broad-based coalition, MCJ-West has also targeted 
Chevron to support the struggles already taking place (i.e. commu- 
nity-led initiative that stopped the expansion of the refinery! Woo!) 
in hopes of contributing one more example of community victory, 

4). What role does mass mobilization play in MCJ, and the climate 
justice movement? es 

Cathy: One of the goals of MCJ-West is to. generate “street heat” 
around climate justice in the lead-up to the international negotia- 
tions in. December in Copenhagen. Although many environmental 
groups are planning actions in Copenhagen in December, we feel 
that it is equally if not more important to mobilize in our own com- 
munities and highlight the connections between local environmen- 
tal justice issues and the global struggle for climate justice. Because 
the voices of frontline communities and others representing envi- 
ronmental justice concerns are marginalized in the international 
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negotiations, we feel that the best way to give voice to those com- 
munities is through direct action and mass mobilizations. Generat- 
ing media attention in order to inject the notion of “climate justice” 
into the public debate is one of the core goals of the climate justice 
movement and MC]J-West. 

5). How are MC)’s actions building? 

Hilary: There is an action every month, starting in August, leading 
up to the UN climate talks in Denmark this December. The idea is 
to build energy with every event, driving home the idea of a people 
powered movement that demands just and effective climate policy 
and realistic solutions. MCJ-West’s first event was a mass mobiliza- 
tion on August 15 at the Chevron oil refinery in Richmond to protest 
both the expansion of the local refinery and Chevron’s strong lob- 
bying efforts against effective climate policy. Our second event was 
the 2009 West Coast Convergence for Climate Justice and Action, 
a three-day skills-building convergence in Richmond, followed by 
a non-violent direct action. Our next action is October 24, an in- 
ternational day of action put on by 350.org. In the Bay Area we are 
organizing public education actions at Bay Area BART stations and 
transit hubs, a 350-mile bike ride, 350 surfers. The following action 
is November 30, the ten-year anniversary of the WTO protests in 
Seattle. Ideas are brewing... 

6). What are your expectations around N30? 

Cathy: The November 30 action is a unique opportunity, since it 
is also the 10-year anniversary of the shutdown of the WTO in Se- 
attle. We should use this opportunity to more strongly engage the 
anti-globalization movement on climate change and also to build 
public opposition to false, corporate solutions to climate change. 
We are hoping to see lots of affinity groups organize to do direct ac- 
tions in the Bay Area on November 30 around the “corporations out 
of Copenhagen” message. In keeping with the previous MCJ-West 
mobilizations, Chevron will again be a key target of the actions. 
High visibility demonstrations are being planned for downtown 
San Francisco. 

7). Where do you see the movement headed after Copenhagen? 

Hilary: MCJ-West has just started to have this conversation. At this 
time, nearly everything, even the climate justice movement itself, 
is very much focused on Copenhagen (What will be the agreement? 
Do we even want an agreement? Or more recently, will Copenhagen 
even happen?). Since we can safely assume nothing spectacular will 
come from the talks in December, I personally would like to see MCJ 
continue as if there will always be a “Copenhagen.” I can hear my 
fellow organizers shriek with exh.1ustion, but I think it’s an interest- 
ing idea. I would like to see MCJ-West maintain momentum and 
continue to develop other, more sustainable modes of action like an 
educational journal or community programs. 

8). Why did you get involved in MCJ- West? 

Cathy: I got involved in MCJ-West through RT, one of the co- 
sponsoring organizations. I joined RT in part because, after living in 
England for a year, I was inspired by the U.K. climate camps, which 
were started by Rising Tide in the UK. I was excited to get involved in 
organizing the West Coast Convergence for Climate Justice because 
I thought it would be a great opportunity to engage new groups of 
people around climate change and to get more people willing to take 
to the streets in support of strong action on climate change. Gradu- 
ally the coalition organizing the West Coast Convergence expanded 
and also broadened its scope and ambitions to form the Mobiliza- 
tion for Climate Justice-West. 

Hilary: Fine! I'll admit it: I am a grad student! I get pumped on 
social movement theory and practice! Anyway, I was organizing 
with Rising Tide when MCJ-West fashioned from the Climate Con- 
vergence planning. Basically, 1 saw MCJ-West as a-crucial element in 
the burgeoning climate justice movement. Because the demands ar- 
ticulated are comprehensive and rational, I believe MCJ-West will 
remain relevant for a long time to come. 

9). How can other people get involved? 

Hilary: First and foremost, MC} is a platform from which you can 
begin. You definitely don’t have to live in the Bay Area or the North 
East to get in on this. The most basic component of the mobilization 
for Climate Justice is strategic community activism. What concerns 
are in your community? How do they relate to other communities — 
locally, nationally, and internationally? What does your community 
need now, in a year, in ten years? Please feel free to contact anyone 
in MC} with any questions. May the mobilization be with you! 

Oh, and: www.actforclimatejustice.org/west 
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BY RISING TIDE 


After a Summer-long lull in actions, Rising Tide (RT) and its al- 
lies have switched into high gear. With the United Nations (UN) 
Climate talks in Copenhagen, Denmark, around the corner, the cor- 
porate greens and their buddies on Wall St. are working overtime to 
paint capitalism green and push through bullshit climate legislation 
that would do more harm than good. In response, Rising Tide has set 
its sites on fighting the corporate greens and their market solutions. 

Folks in New York City fired the first shot across the bow at the 
UN General Assembly, where high-level climate talks were taking 
place. Members of Climate SOS and RT did a creative disruption of 
the Danish Climate and Energy Minister’s talk at Colombia Univer- 
sity. Dressed as a pirate, a man going by the name Cap’n Trade and 
his unnamed deck hand, took the floor to unfurl a 14-foot banner 
representing the Waxman-Markey climate bill. The banner depicts a 
$2trillion note, the size of the new market in carbon-dioxide emis- 
sions allowances that would be established by the Waxman-Markey 
climate bill that passed the House of Representatives in late June. 
The centerpiece of the banner was an image of a bewildered Al Gore, 
monkeywrench in one hand, compact fluorescent light bulb in the 
other, debating the virtues of direct action versus corporate solu- 
tions. (Gore introduced the concept of tradable emissions allow- 
ances into the UN process in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997.) 

The Waxman-Markey bill gives massive handouts to the coal, 
nuke, gas and oil industries; allows companies to buy offsets instead 
of actually reducing emissions, and would usher in a whole new re- 


gime of false solutions. To make matters. worse, the bill would only . 


reduce emissions one percent below 1990 levels. NASA climatologist 
James Hansen has even gone so far as to say that this bill would “do 
more harm to the environment than doing nothing at all.” Yet, the 
corporate greens are throwing millions of dollars at lobbyists to get 
it passed. ; 

Cap’n Trade, a proponent of the bill, lauded its ambitious plans 
to loot and plunder poor communities around the world while fill- 
ing the coffers of polluting industries. Before exiting the stage, he 
proclaimed, “If these lily-livered politicians aren’t ready to do some- 
thing about the climate, those scurvy activists on the streets of Co- 
penhagen are going to make‘em walk the plank.” We can only hope 
events such as this will transpire in December. 

The next day, the same crew went out to deliver the $2trillion 
bill to some folks who should be familiar with it: Environmental 
Defense, National Resource Defense Council and the Nature Con- 
servancy, all major proponents of corporate-friendly free-market 
solutions and backers of the climate bill. Folks briefly took over the 


. lobby of Environmental Defense, entered the Nature Conservancy's 


office and hung a banner off of NRDC’s flagpole. 

The real icing on the cake came the following morning when ac- 
tivists dropped a massive banner from a bridge, under which a UN 
motorcade was passing. The banner read, “Cap and Trade is a Dead 
End,” and caused the motorcade to briefly come to a halt. Hun- 


_dreds of handbills attacking free-market climate “solutions” rained 


down on the motorcade, as well. They read, in part, “As a people, we 
cannot define the systematic destruction of our environment, the 
unprecedented extinction crisis and oncoming impacts of climate 
catastrophe as a money-making opportunity. We will not forget or 
forgive those who mindlessly, selfishly advocate a cap-and-trade sys- 
tem. The false solutions agenda of the corrupt circles of government 
at home and.-abroad will meet resistance. 

Just as folks in New York City were wrapping up their shenanigans, 
things were starting to get pretty tense in Pittsburgh, as the streets 
were fortified with National Guard troops and riot police in prepara- 
tion for the Group of Twenty (G20) summit occurring on September 
24 and 25. The Three Rivers Climate Convergence made a valiant 
attempt to set up a climate camp in Pittsburgh, though, due to a 
number of factors, it just never quite got off the grounk 

On September 23, a small but lively climate march wound through 
downtown Pittsburgh, It stopped at PNC Bank, a major funder of coal, 
and eventually meandered its way down to Point State Park, where 
a large corporate green jobs rally was being held. We stood at the 
entrance, with banners declaring, “Our climate is not your business” 
and, “Green jobs are not enough.” Of course, we also held the $2tril- 


lion bill banner while handing out flyers attacking green capitalism. - 


September 24 was the big, unpermitted anti-capitalist march. 
Around 1,000 people gathered in Arsenal Park with the intention 
of marching to the G20 summit to disrupt it. After a half-hearted 
attempt by the police to prevent the march from getting out of the 
park, people took to the streets and started heading toward the sum- 
mit. However, the park was an unfortunately long distance from 


= OUR CLIMATE IS NOT YOUR BUSINESS: 
Rising Tide Takes the Fight for 
Climate Justice to NYC and Beyond 


downtown and the G20. After moving several blocks, police blocked 
the protest from getting any further, began to fire tear gas, and for 
the first time in the US, deployed the Long Range Acoustic Device, 
which emits a loud, irritating sound. 

So began continuous confrontations with the police until after 
midnight. People responded to the tear gas and batons with rocks, 
bottles and rolling dumpsters. About 20 banks and chain stores had 
windows smashed out, as well asa police substation and several 
cop cars. ; 

Eventually, people regrouped at Schenley Park, where the G20 
leaders were having a state dinner at a nearby venue. Again, bat- 
tles broke out with police. This time, protestors’ ranks were swelled 
by interested college students checking out the commotion. In all, 
about 50 people were arrested that day. 

On the morning of September 25 the Pittsburgh Resistance Project 
called for decentralized actions around the City. RT attempted to dis- 
rupt a press conference put on by the US Climate Action Network, a 
pro-carbon-trading coalition that is currently lobbying hard for the 
Waxman-Markey bill. The group includes organizations everywhere 
on the spectrum, from Environmental Defense to Rainforest Action 
Network. Unfortunately, our slacker asses arrived too late to pull off 
our action. 

On the other end of the city, a group of Vermont farmers and students 
blockaded a Whole Foods and built a guerilla garden in its parking lot. 
Banners in the background read, “Whole communities, not Whole 
Foods for one half the people,” and, “Grow gardens, not corporations.” 
Unfortunately, not many other actions happened in the morning. 

The afternoon saw nearly 5,000 people hit the streets, this time for 
a permitted march organized by the Thomas Merton Center. While 
the crowd ranged from Tibetans fighting for their autonomy to health 
care advocates, the overall sentiment was strongly anti-capitalist. Af- 
ter nearly a decade of tired anti-war messaging, it was refreshing to be 
part.of such a large crowd with a more-radical analysis. In addition, 
a 200-strong Climate Justice feeder march, complete with green and 
black flags, infused a strong ecological message into the main march. 
The march ended without confrontation, due in part to the large an- 
archist contingent respecting the Pittsburgh Principles, which called 
for mutual respect for tactics at different groups’ events. Later that 
night, street fighting once again broke out at Schenley Park after a 


crowd of about 500 people came together to fight the G20 policies. 
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Rising Tide’s Trilly-Trilly 

We, as radical eco-defenders, are facing an unprecedented assault 
from the forces of capital. This is no wise-use movement, with their 
blatantly anti-environmental agenda. We are talking about the massive 
re-branding of capitalism as a clean, green, climate-change-solving ma- 
chine. The people responsible for destroying the Earth are no longer 
just the multinational corporations. A whole new. front hasbeen 
opened by their collaborators: Environmental Defense, World. Wild- 
life: Fund, National Resource Defense Council, The Nature Conser- 
vancy. and countless other corporate green groups. These groups are 
so entranced with getting a seat at the boardroom table and so ob- 
sessed with passing any climate legislation, no matter how bad it is, 
that they have become perhaps our most formidable foes. If the big 
greens and their corporate allies succeed in trading away the future 
of the planet with their carbon markets and offsets, wé are screwed. 
It is of the utmost importance that we resist these corporate schemes 
that seek to convert-all life into capital and continue to build real 
community solutions from the hoods to the hollers. 

Rising Tide encourages everyone to celebrate the 10-year anniver- 
sary of the Battle of Seattle by taking direct action at the root causes of 
climate change. Groups around the world are making plans for hard- 
hitting actions on November 30, as well as the UN climate talks in Co- 
penhagen, running from December 7 to 18. Don’t go to Copenhagen. 
Stay in the US and help us grow this ulcer iri the belly of the beast. 

Rising Tide recently released a 16-page newspaper, Deal or No Deal, that 
examines the Copenhagen climate talks from an anti-capitalist and climate 
justice perspective. Write distro@risingtidenorthamerica.org for a copy. 
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BY ANANDA TAN 


In the first quarter of 2009, with the world 
reeling from a global financial meltdown 
and entire nations declaring bankruptcy, the 
world’s largest oil companies (Big Oil) were 
reeling in some of their largest quarterly 
profits ever. The real irony is that while terms 
like “sub-prime mortgage” and “credit crisis” 
were being bandied about, this colossal col- 
lapse was actually being induced by the very 
same Big Oil and their hedge fund friends, in 
a rush to exploit one of the craziest debacles 
of our time, the Alberta tar sands. 

The single largest industrial project in hu- 
man history—the Alberta Tar Sands is likely 
to become the most destructive—if ongoing 
plans for investing hundreds of billions of 
dollars in the project’s expansion continue. 

Often called “The Saudi Arabia of the 
North,” the Alberta tar sands are the largest 
untapped oil reserves in the world, accord- 
ing to a 2007 report, with potentially over 
two trillion barrels of oil in an area the size 
of the state of Florida. Since the start of the 
war against the Iraqi people, the tar sands 
have emerged as the number one source 
of US oil supply—a supply that comes at a 
massive cost to the planet and its people. 
Located on sovereign First Nation (Indige- 
nous) territories, the extraction of crude oil 
from tar sands serves to entrench Canada’s 
colonial legacy of destroying indigenous 
communities and alienating them from the 
ecosystems they have inhabited and pro- 
tected for a millennia. 

The tar sands also represent the fastest- 
growing industrial climate change threat in 
North America. Tar sands crude represents 
three times the carbon-intensity of conven- 

tional oil pro- 


/ sands area also 
- has one of the 
highest defores- 
_ tation rates on 
_ the planet (sec- 
ond only to Am- 
azon rainforest 
destruction), and 
massive destruc- 
tion of rivers and 
waterways. For 
each barrel of 
oil, five barrels 
of water are used. 
‘Additionally, for 
= every barrel of oil 
produced, four 
barrels of toxic water are dumped into tailing 
ponds that-have now flooded hundreds of 
thousands of acres of forest and peat-lands. 
There are also severe toxic impacts on boreal 
wildlife and ecosystems. By now, you've all 
heard the story about the 500 ducks. that 
died on one of the toxic tailing ponds. Se- 
vere health impacts to local frontline (mostly 
Indigenous) communities, including high in- 
cidences of rare, often fatal, diseases have also 
been found in this area. This is all a massive 
drain on Canada’s public purse. 
Big Oil Leverages, Trade Policies 
& Hedge Funds 

Asking wh¥ such an industrial nightmare 
was allowed is a moot point when facing the 
wealthiest, most powerful and least regulated 
corporations on the planet. What may be 
more relevant is how they went about creat- 
ing it. 

Since the atmospheric rise of oil prices 
started in 2004, every major western oil com- 
pany has jumped aboard the Alberta tar sands 
project. This has also spurred the largest con- 
struction boom of oil refineries and pipelines 
that the US-has seen in more than 25 years. 
In order to gain both political and market 
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duction. The tar . 


support for the most expensive oil extraction 
scheme in the world, Big Oil likely got the ball 
rolling for the next round of North America 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) negotiations, 
the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP), 
and lined up some of their wealthiest friends 
on the planet. 


-NAFTA, Deep Integration and the SPP 


Since the NAFTA was ratified in 1994, it has 
primarily served. to allow multinational cor- 
porations better access to valuable natural re- 
sources across the borders of Canada, the US 
and Mexico by eliminating policies protect- 
ing the public interest. Under NAFTA, Canada 
cannot, A.) sell national energy resources at 
rates lower than sold to the U.S. and, B.) re- 
duce Canada’s levels of export to the US (as 
laid out in the NAFTA proportionality clause). 
As a result, Canada now exports 70 percent 
of the oil and 61 percent of the natural gas 
it produces each year to the US while having 
to import 55 percent of its domestic oil needs 
from Algeria, Venezuela and Norway. This 
monopoly of tar sands crude has been effec- 
tively sold as a key strategy to establishing US 
energy security and independence. 

Big corporations on both sides of the US- 
Canadian border are continuing to push for 
further deregulation of their activities, and 
lobbying for “deep integration,” a term used 
to define the dismantling of borders between 


. Mexico, Canada and the US and harmoniz- 


ing (or neutralizing) policies governing food, 
water, energy, services and consumer com- 
modities. One of the central strategies of the 
SPP is to expedite the construction of the in- 
frastructure required to quadruple current tar 
sands oil deliveries to key industrial hubs in 
the US. Where military and business empires 
find. common cause, speculative capital is 
quick to follow: 
War, Oil Prices & Global Exongenie 
Crisis 

Big Oil’s control of planetary oil is as funda- 
mental to the war economy as industrial pol- 
lution is to climate change. Acceptance of this 
has not required a global scientific consensus. 
Hence, the assumption that an escalating war 


- would boost oil consumption and bolster a 
demand for oil that has otherwise stagnated 


in recent years. Meanwhile, major oil produc- 
ing countries enforce caps on oil production 
and raise royalty rates, claiming a greater por- 
tion of revenues for the public purse under 


their nationalization programs. This serves to 


dramatically reduce the global market share 
of Big Oil. In a desperate bid to regain this 
market share, these companies began to seri- 
ously look to all remaining unconventional 
oil sources. Of these, the tar sands looked the 
most promising. 

The only problem was that, despite the war 
effort, extraction of this oil remained expen- 
sive. In order for tar sands to be truly prof- 
itable, prices needed to jump significantly. 
This is where Big Oil’s buddies on Wall Street 
stepped in. In the coming months, there 
may be a growing number of investigations 
on how oil price surges were largely induced 


through long positions taken by hedge funds. 


North American banks did their share by 
sending signals about “one of the most prom- 
ising long-term themes buoyed by the rapid 
industrialization of emerging economies,” 
then cited an attractive value, a return on eq- 
uity and profit momentum from investment 
in oil drilling, refineries and marketers. 

In short, Big Oil obtained the capital sup- 
port required and guided an investment 
frenzy squarely focused on figuring out how 
to get the dirtiest oil out of the hardest-to- 
reach places. 

What's Needed: Mobilizing a Network 
of Allied Communities 

Communities across North America are 
rising up to take on the world’s richest, 


most powerful forces. A handful of small 
First Nations communities are leading the 
resistance in Canada. However, like many . 
of their allied communities fighting refin- 
ery expansions and pipelines in the US, 
these communities lack the funding of big 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). 
What makes them strong is their experi- 
ence: history of resistance, ties to the land 
and dedication to the futures of their chil- 
dren. However, just as Mother Earth needs 
their resolve, they need our support: and 
solidarity. 

The resistance has to be strategic. In short, 
we need to seek to cut off the three factors of 
production: 

1) Land: The tar sands project cannot ex- 
pand without access to land—pipelines across 
land and refineries on land. There are already 
a number of communities and groups in the 
US opposing the plans, proposals and con- 


_ Struction of this infrastructure. One may be 


in your very own backyard. Seek them out 
and help them organize. If you need help 
finding them or need more information on 
the Tar Sands, visit the Indigenous Environ- 
mental Network at www.ienearth.org/cits. 


html, Global Community Monitor at www. 


gcmonitor.org, Rising Tide North America 
at www.risingtidenorthamerica.org and Oil 
Sands Truth at www.oilsandstruth.org 

2) Labor: Unlike the big forest defense 
battles of the 1980s and ‘90s, this«scenario 


_has many allies waiting to be engaged. Or __ 


ganized workers know that the writing is on 
the wall for refinery jobs. They also know 
that when the well runs dry, the Man ain’t 
stickin’ around. It’s time that rank-and-file 
unions step up to their militant traditions 
while the plants are still running. “The boss 
needs you. You don’t need him!” 
Communities that take on Big Oil need 
to be communities that are willing to re- 
claim their economy, starting with a com- 
mitment to the poorest amongst them. 
Frontline communities need to meet with 
the sleeping giant in the Canadian House 
of Labor to discuss their common bur- 
dens (health impacts) and promised ben- 
efits (just transition to green jobs). Find a 
union near you, then find your local Envi- 
ronmental Justice’group. Always remem- 
ber, “An injury to one is an injury to all.” 
Communication, Energy & Paperworkers 
at www.cep.ca, the United Steelworkers at 
www.usa.org and the International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters at www.teamster.org. 
3) Capital: Even the richest (Big Oil) still 
need other streams of capital to build the 
billion-dollar hardware downstream. Go 


. after the banks, the investors and the in- 


surers. In their time of shame, they have 
no further business gambling with peo- 
ple’s lives. While scaring away investors 
and insurers, remember to point out that 
Big Oil are the primary drivers of the eco- 
nomic collapse and should be accountable 
alongside Wall Street. For creative ideas, 
check out www.dirtymoney.org. 

While all of the above angles serve to 
raise the cost of doing business, there is 
one durable strategy for seriously equal- 
izing cost for the planet: mass direct ac- 
tion. Mass direct action contributed to 
the elimination of subsidies to nuclear 
weapons in the ‘80s. This is what will ef- 
fectively turn the tide against coal and 
Big Oil. A good place to plug into mass 
direct action would be this year’s Climate 
Action Camps. The West Coast camp will 
be targeting the Chevron Oil refinery in 
Richmond, CA. . 

For more on mass action, visit the Climate Con- 

website at www.climateconvergence.org 
or the Mobilization for Climate Justice at 
www.actforclimatejustice.org/wp. 


——— 


BY DREAMER 


American Rivers recently released its 
2009 report on the most endangered rivers 
in th US. The rivers were highlited because 
they exhibited at least one of these three 
criteria; there is no sizable threat to the 
river; a major decision, point will occur in 
the coming year regarding that threat; and 
the regional and national significance of 
the river is large. Though the report only 
included rivers that are “possible to save 
[...] by persuading decision makers to do 
the right thing,” some (if not many) were 
not mentioned because it was believed that 
it was too late for them. “Typical ‘threats’ 
include, but are not limited to proposed 
development projects, mines or dams,” ex- 
plained the report. 

The Endangered Rivers 

#1 - Sacramento-San Joaquin River Sys- 
tem (California) 

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Sys- 

‘tem has been contained by levees since the 
early 90s. These, however, are considered 
outdated and in need of repair. So, bigger 
levees and more river-control infrastruc- 
ture are proposed to contain the flooding. 
However, by building these, the river won’t 
have access to natural floodplains that help 
disperse the water and reduce flooding. 

#2 - Flint River (Georgia) | 

In 1945, a series of dams was proposed for 
the Flint River, but was vetoed by Jimmy 
Carter. However, with the Southeast in the 
“midst of a severe drought, the government 
is searching for other means to get water, 
including building dams and reservoirs. 
These proposed dams would destroy more 
than 50 river miles, slaughter generations 
of fish and severely impact other wildlife 
that depend on the river. 

#3 - Lower Snake River (Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington) 

Four major dams and more than 140 miles 
of slackwater reservoirs on the lower Snake 
River already exist. These dams are known 
as Lower Granite, Little Goose, Lower 
Monumental and Ice Harbor. The dams are 
preventing salmon from migrating to and 
from the high-elevation spawning and rear- 
ing habitat in southeastern Washington, 
northeastern Oregon and central Idaho. 
Fifty to eighty percent of juvenile salmon 
and steelheads would be killed because of 
these dams. . 

#4 - Mattawoman Creek (Maryland) 

Though it is one of the few tidal, freshwater 
tributaries to the Chesapeake Bay that remains 
unspoiled and healthy, the Mattawoman is 
being threatened by a proposed highway. The 
Intercounty Connector is planned to bring 
commercial growth and further development 
to thousands of acres of forest and wetlands 
in the Mattawoman watershed. 

#5 - North Fork of the Flathead River 
(Montana) : 

Cutting right through Glacier National Park 
is the Flathead River. Though “protected” in 
the national park, the north fork ofthis river 
is in British Columbia. It is here, at the riv- 
ers origin, that it is being threatened with 
industrial energy projects. One is a full-on 
mountaintop removal mine. The other is 
a coal-bed methane project. Both of these 
would, of course, have terrifying effects on 
the water systems around them. The nearby 
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forests around them would be cut through 
with a maze of service roads and power line 
corridors, along with flaring and pumping 
stations. The mining itself would release 
heavy metals like selenium and other toxins 
into the water system. 

#6 - Saluda River (South Carolina) 

This river is being choked to death in 
human crap. Phosphorous can cause algae 
to grow unchecked, and human waste is 
full of it. With higher levels of algae, the 
oxygen in the water is depleted suffocat- 
ing fish and other wildlife. What’s worse is 
that the government has tried to fix this— 
not by drastically dropping the amount of 
human waste put in the river, but by fiil- 
ing it with lots of toxic herbicides, killing 
local flora in and around the lake. This, of 
course, has also greatly affected the wild 
life of the Saluda River watershed. 

#7 - Laurel Hill Creek (Pennsylvania) 

Over the decades, the Summer stream flow 
of Laurel Hill Creek has been getting lower 
and lower. The reason for this is extensive 
water withdrawals. With lower stream flow, 
the temperature of the creek has.risen, caus- 
ing the destruction of the wildlife to that 
watershed. Somerset Municipal Authority is 
responsible for taking water from that wa- 
tershed to the Borough of Somerset and two 
state prisons. Along with this are two major 
ski resorts that use the creek water for ho- 
tels, condominiums, two golf courses and its 
snowmaking machines. To add even more to 
the destruction of this water system, energy 
projects also are impeding the river's right to 
exist. Coal mining companies have submit- 
ted “intent to explore” applications, and 
thousands of proposals to extract methane 
have been given to the state. This is hap- 
pening all over Appalachia and is now com- 
ing to Laurel Hill Creek. 

#8 - Beaver Creek (Arkansas) 

More than 200,000 acres are under consid- 
eration to be transferred to Doyon, Ltd. from 
the Yukon Flats Refuge for oil and gas devel- 
opments: If this happens, it would mean 
(are you ready?) pipe- 
lines, airstrips, drilling 
pads, gravel mines, 
satellite fields, devel- 
opment wells strad- 
dling Beaver Creek 


of roads. These roads 
and pipelines would 
cross the creek and 
run alongside it. Let’s 
not forget that large 
quantities’ of water 
would be stolen from 
this river and other 
bodies of water near 
it. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service esti- 
mates that more than 
275 gallons of surface 
water would be re- 
quired for explorato- 
ry and development 
wells. If a summer oil 
spill were to happen 
in Beaver Creek, the 
toxins would, in two 
days, travel 148 miles 
and contaminate veg- 
etation and soil along 
the way. 

#9 - Pascagoula River 
(Mississippi) . 
This river is under 
attack from a Sttra- 


serve called the Richton Salt Domes Project. 
Back in 2007, the government decided to 
eventually hollow out the natural Richton 
salt domes so that they could be filled with 
up to 160 million barrels of oil. What this 
means for the river is that 50 million gal- 
lons of water per day for five years would be 
used to dissolve salt from the domes. Once 
dissolved, the water would move through a 
pipeline to-an island in the Gulf of Mexico, 
where it would be deposited. Between tak- 
ing the water from the river, disposing of it 


_in the Gulf, and distributing the oil to and 


from the site, 330 miles of pipeline would 
need to be built. 

#10 - Lower St. Croix National Scenic Riv- 
erway (Minnesota, Wisconsin) 

Back in 1968, the Upper St. Croix River 
was added to the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. Four years later, the lower 


52 miles were protected as the Lower St.. 


Croix National Scenic Riverway. However, 
local government has now zoned the low- 
er St. Croix River for development. State 
governments of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
have, of course, ignored their principle 
zoning rules of not building within 100 
feet of the river. Doing so has caused ero- 
sion and countless other problems for the 
wildlife of the area. With no developmen- 
tal safeguards (or resistance), it will con- 
tinue to get more ana more developed, 


causing.more horrors to the natural envi- _ 


ronment around the St. Croix River. 

After reading these summaries one 
could feel discouraged and overwhelmed. 
However, there are some points to be 


. made here. 


Something to keep in mind is that this is 


all theoretical. The dams aren’t built yet.” 


The mining is still in planning. If resis- 
tance to these threats start now, you might 
be able to save that bail fund for more 
stuff later. Besides, if the world didn’t al- 
ways feel like it was being ripped apart, 
we wouldn’t really be environmentalists, 
would we? 


a oa 
PRK 
Ting Sis ag 


GLEN CANYON DAMN 


November-December 2009 Earth First! Page 9 


i ah oe le et 


Se 


Dear Nedd t. 

I have been really excited, hear- 
ing about all of the recent forest- 
defense efforts over the past few 
years. It’s too bad most of it isn’t 
working though. Whatever hap- 
pened to the whole tree spiking 
thing? I thought that was one of 
the next steps in defending our for- 


ests. I remember when that used to. 


be all the rage; spikers were every- 
where from California to Indiana. 
Could you give us a little refresher 
on the whole tree spiking thing? 
Seriously Sinning, 
Pinning A. Tree 


Well, my friend Pinning, 
you're right. It seems as though 
the art of tree spiking and its 
many technical variations has 
become somewhat of a lost art. 
There are many things to con- 
sider when tree spiking. 

There is definitely room for 


strategic timing with spiking. 


You should always plan and act 
safely—acting earlier in a project’s 
time frame is usually a pretty safe 
calculation. The longer you wait 
and more controversial things get, 
the more likelihood there will be 


’ heightened security. Spiking trees 


sooner will also allow for time to 
naturally cover the impacted area 
onthetree. - 

“Locating your target can some- 
times be problematic. The great. 


“thing is that most governmen- 


tal agencies will clearly map out 
their plans of devastation for the 
forest. Logging always occurs in 
units, as well, additionally, trees 
will often be clearly marked with 


' paint to easily tell which ones 


will be cut. 

A little bit of research can go 
far when it comes to saving units. 
Documents such as environ- 
mental analyses, environmental 
impact reports or statements, 
land management plans, and 
timber plans can help provide 
you with lots of information, 
such as timelines and locations. 
Most agencies will have listservs 


where they announce news on 


their deathly whereabouts. 

Other useful information out- 
lets are the timber companies, 
themselves. Going to offices 
can be both fruitful and a risk, 
though. It’s really great to go 
directly to the source and get 
the documents you need when 
they’re not available via a safer 
source. Another, even better 
way is having a go-between for 
you and the targeted company, 
such as a liberal forest-advocacy 
group. They can sometimes be 
one of the best sources for sweet 
topographical maps. 

As with any action, thinking 
about who you're working with 
and how you're getting there 
is a must! While there are clear 
benefits to working alone, tree 
spiking is definitely a task done 
quicker and more effectively, 
with a little help. Covering a 
unit all by your lonesome can 
seem daunting or overwhelm- 
ing. Close friends make great 
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lookouts are a benefit to sharing 
the fun with close friends. Co- 
ordinating a friendly get-away 
driver can also help. 

Now, it’s about time to talk 
shop. The technique for spiking 
I’m fixin to share is the fine art 
of tree pinning. The classic, must- 
read book for any spiker, Eco- 
defense; goes into further detail 
about this technique and many 
others. Here is a rundown of the 
tools for the tree pinning trade. 

Just in case you aren’t familiar 
with shopping for these types of 
parties purchasing tools ahead 
of time is often a smart ap- 
proach. Also, try to acquire your 
tools from a somewhat-safe dis- 
tance from your target. Nowa- 
days, people like to ask you for 
a zip code while buying things. 
So you might want to have a 
fake one ready, instead of freak- 
ing out and getting paranoid. 
For your own safety’s sake, be 
discrete about purchases! Go 
somewhere that folks will have 
a harder time remembering 
you, and try to look normal— 
for real. 

When your out in the woods, 
you’re going to need a cordless 
power drill. While there are many 
routes to go to for this product, 
I’m gonna suggest getting your 
hands on a nice, strong one with 
detachable battery packs. The 
higher your drills rpms (revolu- 
tions per minute, can’t really 
write that without a laugh) and 
torque (how hard something is 
rotated), the quicker your fun 
will go and the more space will 
be covered with ease. Worry not 
if you can only secure a smaller 
drill; you’ll have to settle with 
doing less trees. If you have ac- 
cess to more drills, you and a 
friend can still cover a good 
portion of space in a unit. One 
could apply that whole patience 
thing here, I guess.” 

Next on the list is drill bits. 
You’ll want to get the type used 
for metal, often referred to as 
“high speed twist.” These bits 
will work excellently for getting 
past the bark quickly and effec- 
tively the first time in. 

Now, for our key ingredient: 
nice pins that will help you 
save a few units. You'll want to 
go to a welder supply shop and 
find some one-quarter-inch steel 
welding rods. They usually come 
in 36-inch lengths, two rods per 
pound. If you become an avid 
pinner, it may be safer to switch 


it up a bit and use a threaded~ 


steel rod from the hardware sec- 
tion of a lumber-yard. . 

Using a hacksaw, you’ll want 
to cut your rods down into three- 
to-four-inch pins.-Creating vari- 
ous sizes will help you, because 
different depths will usually oc- 
cur in your drilling. 

While you’re at the hardware 
store, you’re going to want to 
pick up both a caulk gun and a 
few tubes of clear silicon-caulk. 

A nice pair of safety glasses will 


also go a long way in your new 
line of work. Be sure to get a pair 
that doesn’t affect your periph- 
eral vision. 

A little bit of experimenting 
can be done at this point. A 
good apron will come in handy 
for holding your pins and wip- 
ing your dirty silicone-covered 
gloves on. A healthy grip of rags, 
by the way, will help you stay 
cleaner while gettin’ down and 
dirty in the woods. Just make 
sure to securely dispose of any- 
thing linking you to your noc- 
turnal hobby. 

Before I move into the next 
steps of your successful sabo- 
tage, let’s talk about a few 
things. If pinning is done safely, 
the chance of injuring some- 
one is next-to-impossible. That 
is why we talk about strategic 
placement. The main point of 
tree pining and spiking is to de- 
ter loggers from cutting in the 
first. place. Talking through pre- 
cautions and respecting the pos- 
sible dangerous ramifications 
of this action will significantly 
decrease the chance of anyone 
being injured. 

Now, we come to the good 
stuff! Let’s talk pin placement. 
Driving nails as many feet up 
the tree as can be done with ease 
and effectiveness is the safest ap- 
proach. If spikes are placed at 
the base of trees, you are literally 
putting loggers at risk. If their 
blade were to hit a pin, it could 
possibly cause physical harm to 
them. If a pined log does make 
it to a large-scale mill, most saw 
operators are a lengthy distance 
from the log. Also, larger mills 
will have shields for protection. 

Tree pinning is done best 
with a friend, following a sim- 
ple five-step approach. Citing 
Ecodefense: 

1) Drill a hole at a slight down- 
ward angle in the tree. Your drill bit 
should be slightly larger in diameter 
than your steel pins. : 

2) Use the caulk gun to squeeze 
clear silicon into the hole. 

3) Insert the steel pin. If the hole 
is more than four inches deep, use a 
four inch pin. If the wood in a par- 
ticular spot is too tough, don’t force 
it. Us a three or even two inch pin in 
a shallower hole. Use another piece 
of steel rod, from six to 12 inches 
long, to push the pin to the bottom 
of the hole. Glue the pin in place 
with the silicon (otherwise a pow- 
erful magnet could pull it out). 

4) Place another dab of clear sili- 
con at the mouth of the hole. This 
seals the hole against invasion by 
bugs or disease. . 

5) Camouflage the opening 
with a chip of bark stuck onto 
the silicon. ; 

A couple notes on security: 
You and your team should de- 
velop solid routes for your en- 
trance, exit and escape. A plan 
should already be in place for 
any possible mishaps that may 
arise in your adventure. Stash- 
ing a hiking pack nearby in 


your unit is a good technique 
for blending in after a hard 
day or night’s work. Always do 
plenty of scouting, and be fa- 
miliar with your target before 
jumping into action. 

One of the most important 
parts of tree spiking is the need 
to announce your pining. Let- 
ting logging companies, the me- 
dia and logging unions know 
about your efforts can change 
situations drastically. This will 
leave it up to the logging com- - 
pany and the state to determine 
if they want to try locating the 
spikes or not—sometimes, they 
may scrap a project all together. 
By notifying the media you are 
able to have clear messaging of 
why that unit shouldn’t be cut, 
and the company can’t pretend 
that it didn’t know about the 
spiking, knowingly putting it’s 
workers at risk. Also, loggers 
have the opportunity to refuse 
cutting spiked trees, and the mill 
workers can refuse to mill it. 

Embraced by many from the 
beginning of the tactic’s use, 
some began to question how non- 
violent spiking is. The tactic of 
spiking came under debate from 
injuries that occurred beacuse log- 
ging companies choose to ignore 
reports of spiked units. In light 
of these injuries, groups such as 
Ecotopia Earth First! .openly de- 


‘nounced the tactic. At the same 


time, other Earth Firstlers stuck 
to their guns, believing that the 
tactic was still employable de- 
spite the disagreements. 

A brief note on spiking’s stra- 
tegic tenants: Spiking is a tac- 
tic that can be employed from 
the point of initial interest in 
harvesting a unit of forest to 
after trees have been felled and 
are stacked up neatly, calling 
for you to spike them. While I 
only mentioned one technique 
here, Ecodefense shares oodles 
of variations for you to explore. 
There are even approaches to 
spiking that involve ceramic 
spikes that can’t be found by 
metal detectors. 

Remember, always spike safely 
and practice good security cul- 
ture. Develop advanced ways 
to communicate in the woods. 
While technology can be our 
enemy at times, there are other 
times when those fancy walkie- 
talkies and what-not can help us 
attack! With that said, don’t you 
think it’s about time for a hike? 

Dear Ned Ludd has been an ir- 
regular column in the EF!] for many 
years, and the material in the book 
Ecodefense largely comes from this 
space. It serves as a forum for the 
discussion of creative and diverse 
means to effectively defend the 
Earth. Neither the EF! movement 
nor the EF!] necessarily encourages 
anyone to do the things discussed 
on this page, which should not be 
legally construed as anything oth- 
er than mindless entertainment. 
Please write to Ned via the EF!J 
with your top tips on ecodefense. 


UK Vandals Take Action 
Against Climate Criminals 

A group under the name, Autonomous 
Activists for Earth Liberation, sunk their 
teeth into four different buildings that are 
home to climate criminals. On September 4, 
around midnight the World Coal Institute 
had it’s door handles chained together and 
expanded foam sprayed into its locks. Activ- 
ists next moved on to an EON building (a 
company related to the UK Climate Camp’s 
target, Kingsnorth, power station). The same 
group also hit up D1 Oils, PLC and a Star- 
bucks coffee shop with nearly identical acts 
of excited vandalism in the name of Earth 
Liberation. 


Disarm DSEi Arms Fair Gets Hectic 
Nearly 150 people mobbed the streets of 
London on September 8, to confront the 
DSEi arms fair. Protestors formed a black 
bloc and first met with Barclays, dropping a 
banner nearby and shouting, “bankers have 
blood on your hands”, while throwing shoes 
at them. Next, the Legal and General build- 
ing was visited before the bloc invaded the 
BT building. Evading the police, they next 
converged on AXA where windows were 
smashed, paint bombs were thrown, and 
messages were written in chalk and taped 
to the building. For photos and video of the 
day’s festivities visit www.lasthours.org. 


Not-So-Random Acts of Vandalism 
Spill Across the US 

Some friends out on a late night stroll in 
Denver, Colorado, on September 5, visited 
their favorite McDonalds for a second time. 
They ordered broken windows—not only 
at the store but also at the windshield and 
windows of the two cars of the managers, 
who were still working. The vandals said 
they yelled at the managers once they were 
discovered and ran away. They said it was a 
good night. 

Late into the night of September 4, around 
midnight, the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) visited the Miami home of Brooke 


Block, of Worldwide Primates, Inc., an im-_ 


porter/exporter of non-humyn primates for 
vivisection. Four tires were slashed and red 
paint was thrown over Block’s car and the 
front door of the home. 

At least 15 Hummers in the lot of Vic 
Alfonso Cadillac Dealership lot in Port- 
land, Oregon were vandalized with acid 
or paint stripper on September 14. The 
Earth Liberation Press Office, while re- 
porting on the unclaimed incident, had 
this to say: 

“It is evident from the sabotage that this 
act was conducted in response to the envi- 
ronmental devastation caused by SUVs—and 
Hummers in particular.” 

We can only hope that more random acts 
of vandalism occur. Time will tell. 


ELF Killin’ the Air Waves 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) recently 
took it upon them selves to advance on an 
eight-year-long battle. On September 4, in 
Everett, Washington, the ELF felled two ra- 
dio towers that were erected by radio sta- 
tion KRKO, despite public outcry. 

The ELF Press Office reported: 

“Due to Health and Environmental risks 


associated with radio waves emitted from 
the towers, we applaud this act by the ELF.” 
Now, if we could just get a fund drive going 
to raise money for more radio tower attacks, 
we’ll be another step in the right direction. 


Migrant Uprising in Greek Prison 

Migrant detainees started rioting, igniting 
fires in the courtyard of a Greek prison on 
September 22, around 4 _p.m., and demolish- 
ing the center’s exterior fence. The migrants 
were demanding their freedom and the spe- 
cial documents necessary to allow them to 
travel to Athens. Five hours later, the detain- 
ees were returned to their cells. 

Shutting down this particular detainment 
camp was one of the main demands of the 
recent No Borders Camp that took place in 
Mytilene in August. 


Shell's Tar Mines are the Pits 

Greenpeace activists entered Shell’s open 
pit tar sands mine in McMurray, Alberta, 
Canada, on September 15, set up blockades, 
and dropped banners. Activists entered the 
site around 8a.m. and chained a pickup 
truck and giant shovel truck together. They 
then proceeded to occupy the two vehicles 
by chaining themselves to them. This coin- 
cided with the work on another team, which 
placed banners on the ground reading, “Tar 
Sands: Climate Crime.” The blockade was 
held for more than 30 hours. 

“The tar sands are a devastating example 
of how our future will look unless urgent 
action is taken to protect the climate”, said 
Greenpeace. 


European Saboteurs Definitely 
Know How to Party! 

Animal Liberation Front (ALF) activists in 
Spain covered a meat truck in paint on Sep- 
tember 19. The “covering” included every 
window and mirror. 

A pheasant farm in Strada Uguzzolo Italy 
on August 23 had a tractor torched with 
incendiary devices. The arson was claimed 
by the ALF who said “Now it is up to the 


farmer.... We will go on setting the flames of 


animal liberation.” 

In Somerset, England, both the ELF and 
ALF have been layin’ it down. In early Sep- 
tember, two leather shops had their locks 
glued, and windows were broken at one 
of the shops. On September 20, a burger 
van was rendered useless from a fire. Both 
the ALF and ELF claimed the largest attack 
taken in Somerset, after three vehicles were 
sabotaged at an urban sprawl site. Electronic 
cables were cut, leaving the three Earth de- 
stroyers destroyed. 

In Hanover, England, a refrigeration unit 
and a truck was destroyed by an arson that 
reached more than $147,000 in damages. Po- 
lice believed the arson was linked to protests 
against an animal testing laboratory owned 
by the pharmaceutical company, Boehringer 
Ingelheim. 

On August 30, in France, pheasant trap- 
ping was confronted head on when the 
League for the Protection of Birds thor- 
oughly trashed more than 200 traps and 
liberated dozens of birds who were caught 
inside the traps. 

Three football field-sized fences were 
opened in a Brescia, Italy, hare farm on 


Migrants at the gate of a Greek detention center during September's prison riot 


August 2. The hares escaped, while spray 
painted slogans adorned the farmers batbe- 
cue, chairs and tables. His pool was filled 
with red paint. 

Italy was the stage for arguably the larg- 
est late Summer European action. Flames 
shot through the morning air of August 21 
as fire engulfed a van, two cars and a tractor. 
The fire also danced across other murderous 
machines and buildings, scarring them with 
permanent damage exceeding $147,000. 

In Luxembourg, on September 7 and 8, the 
Animal Rights Militia visited the homes of 
John Seil and Luc Hansen of BDO Luxem- 
bourg/Anchor Sub Funding (connected to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences). An incendiary 
device was left under the car of John Seil. 
Luc Hansen’s house was tagged with slogans, 
and his garden was set on fire. Both sell and 
Hansen resigned soon after. Is it safe to say 
another one bites the dust? 


Whats Up Down in Mexico? 

As usual, the Frente de Liberacion (FLA) 
has been keeping it hot. Quoting FLA, “The 
explosive rage of the abolitionists filled the 
street when a bomb was detonated on Sep- 
tember 14.” This quote was in reference to 
an incendiary device being placed in a Max- 
Mara fur chain in Mexico City. 

The FLA paid some special visits around 
Colima recently. Two meat markets and a 
fish market were glued shut, and five Tele- 
max phone booths were left unusable. On 
September 16, seven meat markets and five 
poultry shops were glued shut by the FLA. 


Climate Ground Zero 
Blasting the Mining Industry 

Climate Ground Zero has definitely been 
using all of the tools in their toolbox to 
dismantle King Coal. Recently, from the 
frontlines of the coal wars, four protestors, 
ranging in age from 22 to 81, blockaded the 
road leading up to Massey Energy’s regional 
headquarters in Julian, West Virginia. They 
were locked arm-to-arm by chains and plas- 


tic tubes from a guardrail and a light post. 


Those who participated in the blockade 
were charged with trespass, conspiracy, de- 
struction of property, disobeying a lawful 
order and resisting arrest. A journalist that 
accompanied the protestors was charged 
with trespass, failure to obey a lawful com- 
mand, and conspiracy. 

Also in the coal wars, on August 25, two 
tree sitters occupied two trees 80 feet in the 
air—only 30 feet away from Massey Ener- 
gy’s Edwight, West Virginia, mountaintop 
removal site and only 300 feet from the 
blasting zone. The sitters held off the blast- 
ing for seven days. The two sitters came 
down to face arrests after numerous violent 
threats, including Massey workers running 
chainsaws at the base of both trees. The 
two’s bail was set at $25,000 each. 


ALF Action in Australia 

Multiple animal exploiters of the meat 
business were tagged in Melbourne, Australia. 
Their buildings were painted with messages 
saying“Animals are not machines,” “Fac- 
tory farms are a living hell,” “Meat stinks,” 
and, “Animal Liberation.” It’s great to know 
things are on the up and up down under for 
the ALF. 
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Bringing Green Scare Discussions 
Into the Open 


By UsNEA 


Earth First!ers (EFlers) have the privilege 
of a certain knowledge that we pushed our- 
selves to find and learn. We are unique, be- 
cause we discovered and searched, even if it 
hurt, to rid ourselves of blinders. We are the 
ones who know we need to fight. We have 
passion enough to overcome fears, to bind 
together and find affinity where conflict and 
disagreement often would be. Gathering 
courage to go out in the night, doing what 
needs to be done or meet in the morning at 
the blockade site. This fight and passion is 
what makes us different. We, for a multitude 
of reasons, feel it is necessary to stand up, 
speak out and fight. I am honored to call 
this group of people my community, and 
—feel great pride in us. 

If one listens to our internal movement dia- 
logues about how to deal with snitches/snitch 
supporters or individuals with mixed feelings 
about maintaining some level of contact with 
snitches, you don’t hear the argument, “We 
should invite snitches back into our commu- 
nities because it’s the right thing to do.” In- 
stead, one hears about guilt or sadness. 


Although there is no excuse for informing, 
it is important to acknowledge the intense 
internal and external pressure that many 
of the snitches were under. That being said, 
if you transposed our situation to another 
analogous resistance movement, the deci- 
sion of what to do when faced with contin- 
ued contact with snitches would be simple; 
you would draw an unwavering line in the 
sand. Those that snitched have broken one 
of the core tenants of resistance movements. 
They have turned on comrades and become 
informants for life. It’s pretty simple: a seri- 
ous political struggle cannot afford to harbor 
untrustworthy individuals in minimal roles 
or even as friends of trusted comrades. 

The issue of continued contact with infor- 
mants changed when the particular situation 
moved from the objective to the subjective. 
This, however, is not a viable option. Some of 
the relationships we would give up by ceas- 
ing contact are long-standing affinities forged 
over years of collective work and passion. 
Those relationships were not easily made; they 
were forged in the crucible, banding together 
through intense conflict. People bonding over 
long security shifts at blockade sites, over hours 
of toiling through consensus meetings, and all 
of the actions and work that followed. There 
is love and history there. I’m not asking indi- 


We have some tough, 


but important, decisions} 


to make together. 
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viduals to deny those feelings or pretend they 
don’t have them. I am saying that we need to 
prioritize our responsibility to the movement 
and hold people accountable for their actions. 

We have a duty to the fight we are in. We 
have a responsibility to one another and to 
future actions. We must stand with those 
who are bound behind bars in federal in- 
carceration facilities or have had their lives 
torn apart because snitches named names 
and told tales. Most of all, we owe it to the 
Earth, to the integrity of our actions, and 
our movement. 

I think I can safely say that most everyone 
was pretty ashamed with how parts of the 
Green Scare unfolded. Some activists, faced 
with charges, snitched on themselves and on 
their comrades, and things fell apart. Mem- 
bers of our community betrayed some of our 
most-valued, precious trusts and turned gov- 
ernment snitch-for-life in the process. These 
individuals, will forever be at the beck and 
call of the state. They have agreed to, and 
are mandated forever to provide any and all 
information that they can to the state. These 
snitches are people who, when faced with 
prison time, chose to rat out their friends. 


Gathering courage to go 
out in the night, doing 
what needs to be done 
Or meet in the morning 


at the blockade site. This 
tight and passion is what 
makes us different. 


Some of the folks who informed on other 
activists during the Green Scare will be get- 
ting out of prison soon, indeed some already 
are. We have some tough, but important, 
decisions to make together. We need to take 
a stance presently as to what is acceptable 
and what isn’t, so our movement can avoid 
being torn apart by it later. If not, we risk 
alienating individuals who should feel safe 
in our movement. We risk our security, and 
everything for which we’ve worked. 

In a movement, when you make a commit- 
ment, it is integral to have follow through. 
That is how a community retains its strength 
and accountability. Where we have lost in- 
tegrity, it is mow our work to re-stitch that 
fabric of our community. One way that we 
can do that is to restate our collective com- 
mitment to never give up information or 
condone snitching. We are a rare move- 
ment that values various kinds of direct ac- 
tion. Some of those actions are public, and 
the specifics can be talked about a little more 
openly; still others are underground and the 
specifics of those actions should never be 
spoken. Those who chose to partake in un- 
derground action must commit to protecting 
and having the backs of their affinity group. 
I believe we should collectively reaffirm this 
rule that has been one of the backbones of 


EF! philosophy. It is a tenant that we must 
keep if we are to continue our work as EFlers 
and as radicals in larger struggles. 

The snitches who rolled on others in order 
to get a shorter sentence made a choice to 
sacrifice their community for their own self- 
interest. Expecting that same community to 
be there when they get out of prison is hypo- 
critical and senseless. 

Though the Green Scare snitch debacle be- 
gan four years ago, our response is crucial now. 
We have an opportunity to change the direc- 
tion this has been going into one of which we 
can be proud. You don’t have to pretend that 
losing old friendships is not extremely difficult 
or sad. Nor do you have to pretend that you 
don’t have compassion for individuals and the 
repression they faced. However, I do feel that 
we owe it to each other and the Earth to dis- 
continue relationships with folks who betrayed 
the causes for which we work. Have compas- 
sion if you want, but don’t have relationships. 
You would not be OK with someone stopping 
to chat up a cop in front of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal office or have a phone relationship with an 
FBI agent. Continued contact with people who 
turned state’s evidence is no different. How- 


ever minute or trivial the conversation might 
seem, we know its repercussions can be severe. 
The cold hard fact is that, whether they were 
intimidated into those choices or not, they be- 
came agents of the state. Continuing contact 
with them, however minimally, is unsafe. 

We must use this dialogue to help us an- 
alyze what actions we are willing to take 
and what kinds of pressures we believe we 
can withstand. We must act accordingly 
without rationalization or bravado. This 
dialogue, the choices we make as a com- 
munity and the outward stance we take 
will reflect the roles we fill in the larger 
global movement. Do we want to be seen 
as a solid movement with principles, or 
unsteady and capricious? 

While we all discuss this wicked-hard 
topic in our local communities and in 
the Journal, let us remember there is real 
strength and steel in our movement. We 
have made and continue to make incred- 
ible stands. For every person who ratted, 
there are many more who took a harder 
path and stood strong. 

To all of those who kept and continue to keep 
their secrets; To those who are gone; to those 
who are incarcerated; and to those who are 
around, but not here: Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. 


We need to take a stance 


| presently as to what is ac- 
} ceptable and what Isn't... 
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Priorities, an 


Repression 


BY KRISTIAN WILLIAMS 


When discussing political repression, the tendency is always to 
focus on the infiltration, raids, arrests and jailings—and, in the case 
of the Green Scare, the exaggerated sentencing. This makes sense as 
these are the most startlingly aspects of repressive campaigns. How- 
ever, it also runs the risk of overlooking the larger fabric of repression 
in the society—the normal surveillance; the collection, storage, and 
analysis of intelligence; the libeling of opposition groups; the use of 
entrapment; and more subtly, the disruption of social bonds among 
populations that pose the threat of resistance. The routine aspects of 
repression—that is, in effect, the day-to-day work of policing—and 
the institutions responsible for it tend to fade into the background. 

The pattern of abuse characterizing the Green Scare is familiar 
when looking at our nation’s history. Following the Haymarket 
bombing of 1886 in Chicago, the police launched a series of raids, 
made wholesale arrests, planted infiltrators and provocateurs, and 
politically used the bombing itself to isolate anarchists from the rest 
of the labor movement—the ultimate result being, of course, the 
fraudulent conviction and execution of four anarchist organizers. 
During World War I, pacifists and socialists of all kinds were jailed 
for interference with the war effort. In the same period, “criminal 
syndicalism” laws were passed specifically to target the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) in 1919, Attorney General A. Mitchell 
Palmer organized a coordinated series of raids to round up and de- 
port thousands of immigrants suspected of radical sympathies—most 
famously, Emma Goldman. In the 1960s and ’70s, the FBI counter- 
intelligence program, COINTELPRO, used a variety of dirty tricks 


d Da ay-to- 
way of contrast, consider that in 2007 alone, the FBI recorded 7,624 
hate crime incidents (representing 9,006 criminal offenses). These 
included 40 arsons, 2,915 acts of vandalism, 2,565 acts of crimi- 
nal intimidation, 1,116 simple assaults, 2,565 aggravated assaults, 
2 rapes and 9 homicides. Forty three percent of these incidents— 


3,275—were motivated by anti-Black prejudice, far more than any 
other bias category recorded. Yet, this campaign of terror warrants 


little official notice. 

That’s because it’s not justice, the law, 
or human life that sets the state’s priori- 
ties. It’s the interests of the powerful. Af- 
ter all, what does it mean to have power 
if not that the institutions of society—and 
especially its coercive apparatus—typically 
operate in your favor and respond to your 
agenda? 

If we want to end state repression, there- 
fore, it is not enough to support the mem- 
bers of our movement who fall victim to 
it. It is not enough to launch legal and po- 


tate’s 


ay 


litical challenges to draconian laws, or to - . es Spas 
defend existing civil liberties. We must do ‘ 


all of that, but we must also find a way to 
address the underlying systems of power 
that repression is meant to preserve. 


To end state repression, we must change the very nature of our 


~ A TERRORIST 


society. To end state repression, we must end the State. 


to, as their directive put it, “expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit or ~~ 
p po p 


otherwise neutralize” the Left and the Black liberation movement, 
especially the Black Panther Party. COINTELPRO tactics included 


the use of infiltrators and forged documents to create schisms in — 


the movement, cause logistical confusion, propagate faction fights, 
instill paranoia, break up marriages, get activists fired from their ~~ 


day jobs and falsely label leaders as government spies. COINTEL- 


PRO also produced a series of raids, arrests, malicious prosecutions | 


and assassinations. 


We should remember these most-dramatic examples because they — 
remind us of the lengths the government is willing | to go. | However, . 


we should also look past them, to the seemingly q 


can’t afford to forget that repression ‘is a constant feature of paces 


tion. Government campaigns directed against organized groups with 
an identifiable agenda are a relatively small piece of the state’s over- 
all strategy of repression. As counterinsurgency theory makes clear, 


the state’s real aim is not to respond to unrest when it occurs, but to z 


prevent oppositional movements from developing in the first place... Dy 


This requires the continual monitoring of suspect populations, the 
co-optation of community resources for state purposes and the pre- 
emptive disruption of any potential source of independent action 
or resistance. In the domestic sphere, the police are the key to this 
strategy—not only the most obviously repressive aspects of policing, 
like crowd control and spying, but also the purely routine elements 
of patrol and arrest, and even (or, perhaps, especially) the friendly- 
seeming “community policing” efforts. 

At its most basic level, the primary function of the criminal justice 
system isn’t really dealing with crime, ensuring public safety or even 
enforcing the law. All of these are secondary. The chief function-isthe 
preservation of the existing distribution of power—keeping the rich 
and powerful rich and powerful and keeping the poor and power- 
less poor and powerless. The modern American police, for example, 
evolved from the earlier slave patrols, organizations whose explicit 
job was to control the slaves. Over time, their duties expanded in 
two directions—control of the entire black population (including free 
blacks) and governing poor whites, as well. Likewise, the penitentiary 
began in its European version as an institution for reforming the 


habits of the idle poor. It took on its distinctly American character- . reeds 


istics after the Civil War as a means of re-confining the newly freed 
black population. This legacy continues today with routine police 
practices like racial profiling and quality-of-life campaigns against 
panhandling and sleeping in parks. These efforts have no impact 
on real crime but they serve to remind the poor and people of color 


of their subordinate status, and to keep them under the continual | 3 


monitoring and control of the criminal justice system. In this sense, 
the whole operation of the criminal justice system is political. It is 
one way that the state handles its troublesome populations—and 
one way that it protects the interests of the powerful. 

It’s only when viewed in terms of politics—not crime or public 
safety—that we can make sense of the priority the government has 
placed on Green Scare prosecutions. Though Earth Liberation Front- 


style sabotage has not killed anyone, and is specifically designed not _ 


to harm anyone, the FBI insists that “eco-terrorists and animal rights 
extremists are one of the most serious domestic terrorist threats in 
the U.S. today.” As evidence, they cite “the sheer volume of their 
crimes (more than 2000 since 1979) [and] the huge economic im- 
pact (losses of more than $110 million since 1979).” However, by 
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Blast From The 7 


A thing is right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic com- 
munity. It is wrong when it tends otherwise. 
—Aldo Leopold 


The central insight of John Muir and of 
the science of ecology was the realization 
that all things are connected, related; that 
humyn beings are merely one of the mil- 
lions of species that have been shaped by 
the process of evolution for three-and-a-half 
billion years. 

With that understanding, we can answer 
the question, “Why Wilderness?” 

Is it because wilderness makes pretty pic- 
ture postcards? Because it protects water- 
sheds for downstream use by agriculture, 
industry and homes? Because it’s a good 
place to clean the cobwebs out of our heads 
after a long week in the auto factory or over 
the video display terminal? Because it pre- 
serves resource extraction opportunities for 
future generations of humyns? Because some 
unknown plant living in the wilds may hold 
a cure for cancer? 

No. Because wilderness is. Because it is the 
real world, the flow of life, the process of 
evolution, the repository of that three-and- 
a-half billion years of shared travel. 

All natural things have intrinsic value, inher- 
ent worth. Their value is not determined by 
what they will ring up on the cash regis- 
ter of the Gross National Product, nor by 
whether or not they are good. They are. 
They exist for their own sake, without con- 
sideration for any real or imagined value to 
humyn civilization. 

Even more important than the individual 


derness, co-evolution, the stream of life unim- 


Deep Ecology 


peded by industrial interference or humyn 
manipulation. 

These twin themes of interconnectedness 
and intrinsic value form the core of the ideas 
of such pioneer ecological thinkers as John 
Muir, Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson, and 
are the basis for action by Earth First!ers. 
This biocentric worldview, as opposed to 
the anthropocentric paradigm of civilization 
(and the reformist position of mainstream 
environmental groups), has been recently 
developed into the philosophy of Deep Ecol- 
ogy by philosophers such as Arne Naess of 
Norway, John Seed of Australia, Alan Dreng- 
son of Canada, and George Sessions and Bill 
Devall of the United States, among others. 

Naess and Sessions elaborated on the basic 
principals of Deep Ecology: 

1. The well-being and flourishing of humyn 
and non-humyn life on Earth have value in 
themselves (synonyms: intrinsic value, in- 
herent value). These values are independent 
of the usefulness of the non-humyn world 
for humyn purposes. 

2. Richness and diversity of life forms con- 
tribute to the realization of these values and are 
also values in themselves. 

3. Humyns have no right to reduce this rich- 
ness and diversity except to satisfy vital needs. 

4. The flourishing of humyn life and cultures 


is compatible with a substantial decrease of the 
wild creature is the wild community-the Wil- — 


humyn population. The flourishing of non- 
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5. Present humyn interference with the 
non-humyn world is excessive, and the 
situation is rapidly worsening. 

6. Policies must therefore be changed. 
These policies effect basic economic, tech- 
nological, and ideological structures. The 
resulting state of affairs will be deeply dif- 
ferent from the present. 

7. The ideological change is mainly that 
of appreciating life quality (dwelling in 
situations of inherent value) rather than 
adhering to an increasingly higher stan- 
dard of living. There will be a profound 
awareness of the difference between big 
and great. 

8. Those who subscribe to the foregoing 
points have an obligation directly or indi- 
rectly to try to implement the necessary 
changes. (From the book, Deep Ecology-Liv- 
ing As If Nature Mattered, by Bill Devall and 
George Sessions and available through Earth 
First! Books.) 

Earth First!, therefore, does not operate 
from a basis of political pragmatism, or what 
is perceived to be “possible.” Wilderness, 
natural diversity, is not something that can 
be compromised in the political arena. We 
are unapologetic advocates for the natural 
world, for Earth. 

This article originally appeared in the EF!J 
Yule Edition, December 22, 1987. Back issues 
of the EF! Journal are available for $5 each. 
Order our near-complete, 29-year set for $500. 
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Men would search’ for wealth untold ah Em. e DA 
Em G e Proeae came and took its toll 
They'd dig for silver and.for gold And in the name of flood control 
They made their plans and they drained the land 
D A Now the Glades are goin’ dry 
And leave the empty holes; And the last time I walked in the swamp 
I stood up on a Cyprus stump 
Em G I listened close and I heard the ghost 
And way down south in the Everglades Of Osceola cry 
D A Em G 
Where the black water rolls and the sawgrass waves So blow, blow Seminole wind 
Em G D A 
The eagles fly and the otters play Blow like you're never gonna blow again; 
D A Em G 
In the land of the Seminole; I’m callin’ to you like a long-lost friend 
D A 
Em G But I don’t know who you are; 


So blow, blow Seminole wind 


Em G 
D A And blow, blow from the Okeechobee 
Blow like you’re never gonna blow again ‘ 
D 
Em G All the way up to Micanopy 
I’m callin’ to you like a long-lost friend 
Em G 


D A Blow across the home of the Seminole 
But I don’t know who you are 
D A 
Em G The alligator and the gar 
And blow, blow from the Okeechobee 
{half time} 


D A 


All the way up to Micanopy (pronounced: Meh-can-o-pee) Em -G"" DA 


Em G 
Blow across the home of the Seminole 
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continued from page 1 
approximately 170 people were arrested af- 
ter an hour or so of cat-and-mouse action in 
the fields. Surprisingly, only 10 people will 
ultimately face concealment charges, while 
the rest were released in about five hours. 

While the day of mass action was not suc- 
cessful in shutting down the coal plant, it 
was seen by many as the first act in what will 
be a major showdown in December, as pro- 
testers from all over the world will descend 
on the COP15, the UN climate change talks 
happening in Copenhagen on December 
15. Though the police were successful at de- 
fending their fortified position, they seemed 
reluctant to use excessive force and heavy- 
handed tactics, which had been much dis- 
cussed in the days before the action. This 
may be due to tight budgets in the Danish 
police force, another upside to the current 
financial debacle. 

The atmosphere in the protest itself was 
upbeat, and the wide spectrum of people in- 
volved in the action indicated the spread of 
radical climate politics beyond the environ- 
mental movement. 

Indeed, the COP15S protest mobilization 
will highlight the climate crisis as an issue 
that reaches beyond environmental con- 
cerns. The mobilization is being discussed 
as a resistance to the heart of the problem— 
capitalism—and, specifically, the manufac- 
turing of the new form—green capitalism. 

In Copenhagen, world leaders and corpora- 
tions will meet to discuss how to “stop cli- 
mate change,” but also how to profit from 
the climate crisis and allow the continuation 
of capitalism, exploitation and out-of-control 
consumption. A wide array of networks have 
come together to confront the COP1S pro- 
cess, and to take away the ability of those in 
power to push false solutions and green capi- 
talism down our throats. 

_ While Copenhagen may be a bit too far for 


“many ‘people from the US to travel (hop a 
barge, anyone?) rest assured that, come De- . 


cember, the streets of Copenhagen will be 
flooded with people wanting to not just shut 
down one coal plant, but to shut down the 
whole damn system! 

Rockslide has left the high country and is now 
living in Copenhagen. He looks forward to see- 
ing anyone who makes it over to the protests in 
December. 


No Dum 


continued from page 1 
built near aquifers that people use for their 
subsistence. For its part, the US Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency (EPA) downplayed 
possible contamination from the dump in 
a 2006 report which concluded that “im- 
pacts to surface water emanating from the 
landfill that would reach the US border are 
considered to be unlikely.” This conclusion 
completely failed to address the possible 
contamination of ground water in Sonora 
and the toxic pollution of the sacred site 
near Quitovac that would inevitably result. 

Since early 2006, the traditional O’odham 
residing in the occupied territories of 
Northern Mexico and the Southwestern US 
(and their international supporters) have 
persistently and patiently organized, pro- 
tested and petitioned to try to convince the 
Mexican federal Environment and Natural 
Resources Secretariat (SEMARNAT) and the 
US EPA to stop CEGIR from building this 
toxic dump. 

In July of 2008, a temporary victory 
against the proposed dump was achieved 
after years of organizing and direct actions, 
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which included everything from letter writ- 
ing to petitions to gatherings to road block- 
ades. As a result of the attention that was 
generated, Greenaction, an environmental 
justice organization involved with organiz- 
ing resistance to the dump, received noti- 
fication from the EPA that SEMARNAT was 
“no longer seeking to permit” the proposed 
toxic dump near Quitovac. Currently, there 
is no active permit that would allow the 
dump to be built. This temporary victory 
is a great example of what a determined 
and organized movement of people span- 
ning many different cultures and regions 
can achieve when they come together for a 
common goal. 

However, in 2009, information surfaced 
that the plans for the dump may still be re- 
newed. In response, a gathering was held in 
Quitovac in March to begin organizing to 
achieve permanent protection for Quitovac 
and its vicinity to protect the sacred site and 
oasis from any future industrial assaults. 
The first action taken was an international 
series of protests which took place in May 
and June (see EF!] July-August 2009). 
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In the Summer of 2009 the permit to build 
the toxic dump near Quitovac officially ex- 
pired. As of October, 2009 there is no new 
permit application pending for the toxic 
dump. For now, the dump remains defeated. 
If a new permit is submitted in the future, a 
new fight against it will immediately resume. 

Help is now needed to build the move- 
ment for permanent protection of Quito- 
vac. The next step in the outreach campaign 
will take place on the second weekend of 
November in Tucson, Arizona, when Ward 
Churchill, Ofelia Rivas, and others are 
scheduled to speak at a fundraiser for the 
O’odham Rights Cultural and Environmen- 
tal Justice Coalition. For more information 
about this event please visit www.dryriver. 
org Or www.solidarity-project.org. 

For more general information, contact 
Greenaction for Health and Environmen- 
tal Justice at (415) 248-5010; greenaction@ 
greenaction.org; www.greenaction.org. For 
additional. background information on 
this and other issues affecting the tradi- 
tional O’odham please visit www.solidarity- 
-project.org,. 
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on O’Odham Lands 


Shutting It Down in Copenhagen! 


Broken Windows and Flying, Flaming Dumpsters 
The 620 in Pittsburgh 


BY MAGPIE 


The G20 met in Pittsburgh on September 
24 and 25 to discuss top-down control of the 
entire world’s economy. As grassroots envi- 
ronmentalists, we advocate bottom-up con- 
trol of the economy (or, for some of us, the 
outright annihilation of industrial econom- 
ics). Therefore, there was tension. 

We didn’t successfully shut down the G20, 
no. And yet, most of us protestors left with 
the distinct feeling that, for the first time in 
almost a decade, we won. Why is that? 

Summit protests have drawn dwindling 
numbers of activists for years. After 9-11 
scared off all but the most committed (most- 
ly anarchists and organized labor), the FTAA 
protests in Miami in 2003 seemed the nail 
in our proverbial coffin. The powers that be 
proved they could erect such a massive po- 
lice state that any traditional protest march 
would be unable to reach the summit. And 
for as long as this has been true, there have 
been folks calling for a “Plan B.” 

Look, we don’t win when we confront the 
State head on. And finally, in Pittsburgh, we 
changed the rules of engagement to better 
a suit our own strengths. The police (the appa- 
Activists rally in Pittsburgh Park ratus of repression utilized by the State, also 
known as The Man) operate top-down much 
like the economists they protect. They don’t 
operate well in chaotic situations. We’re an- 
archists. We do. While they’re radioing in 
for instructions, we’re following whims and 
currents—sometimes to disastrous ends, but 
often to success. 

The police wanted to contain us as we 
marched to downtown, away from specta- 
tors, where they could inflict a massive police 
state in peace. What we did was draw them 
out, force them to run (literally) through the 
streets of Pittsburgh, to show their true face 
to all the world. 

On Thursday, the first day of protests, thou- 
sands gathered for an explicitly unpermitted 
march. And it wasn’t just the usual crowd of 
black bloc folks, either—people from across 
the radical political spectrum were frustrated 
enough by the system to show up and protest 
unpermitted. The police thought they’d have 
us in a half-an-hour, but the protests and riots 
didn’t stop until something like 2am. 

Friday, a permitted march—also thousands 
strong—paraded through downtown and 
B60 Oo tt Ses: the assembled might of the state, restrained 
i. £92 Sc for the moment. But Friday night, the po- 
Protest winds its ways thre lice set up a police state in a college campus 
that was devoid of rioters (other than them- 
selves). Here, they teargassed, arrested, beat, 
and humiliated hundreds of mostly college 
students. In one notorious moment caught 
on YouTube, a dozen police force a student 
to kneel in front of the camera and then 
pose, as if it were a vacation photo. 

Of course, my photos show something 
quite different. The ones printed here are to 
celebrate our gathered strength. Summit pro- 
tests don’t have to be a net drain on activist 
energy. We go to these things and emerge 
transformed. Sometimes traumatized, hon- 
estly, but often invigorated. 


asd3vyy Jo Asano sojoyd 
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Anarchists find precious moments of liberty on t 
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By JEZZABELL 


Indigenous people have been resisting colonization on this con- 
tinent for more than 500 years. The stench of empire has pollut- 
ed what’s become the southwestern US for hundreds of years and 
continues to hold an eerie presence today. In the midst of an 1870 
battle, US Cavalry forced Apache warriors to the edge of a cliff. With 
the taste of defeat in their mouths, standing eye-to-eye with their 
possible captors, more than 80 Apache warriors escaped, leaping off 
the cliff and through the air to their deaths. These days, at the base 
of that mountain, chunks of obsidian can be found. They are known 
as the tears of the Apaches. Apache Leap, that battlefield of the past, 
is once again the stage for a war against accelerated colonization. 

What do you think of when you hear the word “copper?” For 
Freeport McMoRan and Rio Tinto, two multinational metal-mining 
giants, profits probably spring to mind. For a brain-washed green 
capitalist, you might think of solar panels. If you are indigenous to 
West Papua, you probably think of death, suffering and war. 

In Superior, Arizona, San Carlos Apaches are facing the profit- 
driven attack on their land from Superior, based company Reso- 
lution Copper. Resolution Copper has their mind set on passing 
legislation to create the largest copper mine in North America on 
Sacred Apache land. 


Talking Politricks 

Spared in 1955 through Public Land Order 1229, the Apache Leap, 
Gaan Canyon and Oak Flat areas of Arizona are now under spec- 
ulation for being reopened for mining. The piece-of-trash legisla- 
tion, the Southeast Arizona Land Exchange and Conservation Act 
of 2009, introduced by Senators John Kyl and John McCain, would 
allow Resolution Copper, owned by Rio Tinto, to sink it’s teeth into 
this sacred land. Possibly, the grossest part of all of this is the com- 
plete lack of accountability. 

Resolution Copper has openly admitted to the fact that their pro- 
cess of mining would create significant land subsidence. The ambigu- 
ity of the bill leaves an open playing field for un-ending destruction. 
Without the necessary research, there is no telling to what extent the 
land subsidence would occur or what current co-existing parts of the 
ecosystem would be lost in the process of their mining. 

The bill would allow Resolution Copper to move forward with 
the project, void of any research on the blight it would cause. 
There is no discussion of water resource use, acquisition or dis- 
posal for the proposed mine at Oak Flat. The drilling of wells for 
water use with the mine would throw central-eastern Arizona's 
water table into a blur of instabilities in an area that already has 
severe water problems. 


Bloody Skeletons in the Closet 

Freeport McMoRan has been targeted with arson, roadside bombs 
and blockades since the 1970s, when they first began mining in West 
Papua. Connecting the dots from Resolution Copper to Freeport Mc- 
MoRan and Rio Tinto is necessary to understand the level of blatant 
coercion, destruction of land and outright murder that is commonly 
associated with their mining projects. In 2003, news surfaced that Free- 
port Indonesia had paid more than $11 million to the Indonesian army 
for “security” at it’s mine in West Papua. In efforts to ensure the mine 
operates fluidly, the Indonesian government began a heavy campaign 
of murder, political assassination, imprisonment, rape and torture. 

After controlling West Papua through acts of insurgency, the In- 
donesian government came up with an act of free choice format 
for voting. This was only after notable international pressure to 
allow West Papua to decide their sovereignty (after having it stolen 
from them by Indonesia). The chosen “act of free choice” electoral 
process of the Indonesian government involved kidnapping selected 
male-bodied indigenous people, then torturing them at gunpoint 
and holding them for days until they voted for Indonesian control. 
How is this related to mining in Arizona? As you read this, the same 
company is once again working in concert with the US government 
to push another mine on another group of indigenous people. Since 
the initial Indonesian takeover, the US has leaked documents admit- 
ting that a pro-Indonesian takeover was inevitable. 


Sacred Means Hands Off! 

The areas in danger of being mined have been sacred Apache land 
for ages. Apaches use the land of Oak Flat to harvest acorns, which 
is part of their natural diet and their religious traditions. Resolution 
Copper’s legislation would require Apaches to obtain a permit to 
continue the traditional bond they share with the Oak Flat region. 
Even more appalling is the fact that the current legislation would 
not allow any challenging to the use of Apache Leap for mining. 
It actually almost asserts the fact that Resolution Coppers mining 
project would destroy Apache Leap. 

Past all of the questionable legal and environmental objectives lies 
the glaring threat of sacred Apache land possibly being further colo- 
nized. Not only would this land be stolen again from the Apaches, 
Resolution Copper current ambiguous plans would sacrilegiously 
render these lands unrecognizable. There is a monumental need for 
solidarity work to be done with this project. The same people who are 


killing indigenous people across the world for resources such as cop- 
per and gold now have their sights set on the Apache land. The time 
to act is now! 

In Solidarity with the Minga (Global Mobilization in Defense of 
Mother Earth and the Peoples). A week of action in solidarity with 
the 517th anniversary of Columbus’ landing in the Western Hemi- 
sphere) marked the Global “Minga”/Mobilization in Defense of 
Mother Earth and the Peoples, called by the IV Continental Sum- 
mit of Indigenous Peoples Abya Yala. There were two banner hangs 
in Downtown Tucson. The two actions were also done in solidarity 
with the Apaches’ resistance against mining. 

On the morning of October 16, a banner reading “No New Mines on 
Apache Land! Ya Basta!” was hung from the Tucson, AZ “Snake Bridge” 
over Broadway Boulevard. Also on October 14, a “No Mines” banner 
was suspended over a bridge in the middle of downtown Tucson. 

For further information, please visit survivalsolidarity.wordpress.com. 
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Apache Leap from a distance 
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Blast From the Past 


Night of the Long Tree 


BY JOHN SCHERTOW 


Ever since the chainsaws arrived on the shores 
of Borneo, in 1946, the island’s ancient rain- 
forest has been shrouded by night, the roars of 
engines silencing the cries for what once was. 
The Dayak People, who first came to the island 
40,000 years ago, have worked tirelessly to re- 
store a life of safety and freedom, but, like the 
trees themselves, the Dayak have been forced 
to bear witness to their own demise and the de- 
struction of everything they know and depend 
on for survival. 

In 1941, less than two weeks after Pearl Har- 
bor, Japanese imperial forces occupied Sarawak; 
the western region of Borneo, claiming for the 
Japanese Emperor what Muslim and Christian’s 
warlords had previously sought to posses. Japan 
held onto Sarawak until 1945, when they were 
finally forced out. Britain gained control of Sara- 
wak the following year. The first industrial log- 
ging began soon after. 

For the next 17 years, the Dayak People, in par- 
ticular the Penan sub-group, looked on as their 
land was denuded of its forest cover. Then, in 
1963, Sarawak broke free from Britain, in part 
due to the Dayak themselves, and joined the 
Federation of Malaysia. However, by this time 
the industrial mandate was firmly entrenched in 
Southeast Asia. 


BY DENISE VOELKER 


The following report from the Rainforest 
Action Network provides an update on one of 
the most important ongoing environmental 
campaigns in the world. The Penan people 
have been blockading logging activities in 
their rainforest home since early summer. For 
background information on the Penan fight, 
see Litha ‘86. 

In November, the Malaysian govern- 
ment invoked their emergency “Internal 
Security Act” and commenced a 48-hour 
reign of terror which resulted in the clo- 
sure of three international newspapers, 
the banning of all public rallies, and the 
illegal arrests of 103 citizens. In addition, 
42 protesters of the rainforest logging op- 
erations in Sarawak, a Malaysian province 
in Borneo, including indigenous people 
of the Penan tribe and their supporters, 
were arrested. All logging blockades have 
been dismantled. 

The government claims that those ar- 
rested were provoking racial tensions in 
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And so it went for another 23 years, with more 
than 9,652 miles of rainforest being cleared—a 
great deal of it on Penan land. In 1987, the Pen- 
an decided that they could no longer stand by as 
their ancestral land was decimated. At first they 
took a diplomatic approach, but that soon failed, 
leaving the Penan with no other choice but di- 
rect action. So, on March 31 of that year, the 
Penan organized their first blockade, on a log- 
ging road in the Tutoh River basin. One month 
later, another community set up a blockade of 
their own. By November, more than 2,500 Penan 
were holding 26 separate roadblocks across the 
state of Sarawak. 

The Penan’s effort single-handedly brought 
half of the logging industry’s activities to a halt. 
It was an impressive success that few others 
have achieved since, even if it only lasted for a 
short time. The government, fearing the mobi- 
lization would grow further, brought in legisla- 
tion to criminalize the act of building blockades 
on logging roads, attaching to it a punishment 
of two years in prison and a fine of over $2,000. 
The Penan’s first mobilization came to an end 
soon after. 

History has been repeated many times since 
then, with the Penan acting as the rainforest’s 
last line of defense; and the government doing 
or saying anything necessary to continue gut- 
ting the rainforest. As a result, according to recent 


estimates, as much as 80 percent of the original 
rainforest has been cut down. 

Through all this the Penan have been intimi- 
dated, culturally undermined, infantilized, dis- 
criminated against, incarcerated, displaced, and 
forced to abandon their traditional ways. Accord- 
ing to government reports, Penan women and 
children have been abused, abducted, molested, 
and raped by loggers. 

Allegations of sexual abuse first surfaced in Sep- 
tember, 2008. The government quickly denied 
that anything was happening, claiming that it 
was just another “NGO plot” to undermine Sara- 
wak. One official even went so far as to call the 
Penan “good story tellers.” The report concluded 
that girls are “frequently molested” by loggers. 
At this time, no arrests have been made, and no 
formal action has been taken to ensure the safety 
of the Penan. 

Day In, Day Out 

The “night of the long tree” grows darker. 
And the Penan way of life may be gone before 
the final tree has been cut down. It’s something 
the Penan know all too well, especially since 
the threat to forests has only increased with 
the advent of the palm oil industry in Sara- 
wak. The government wants to “convert” 3,861 
miles of rainforest into oil palm plantations by 
2010—undoubtedly hoping to secure their posi- 
tion as a top supplier of palm oil or “palmitate” 
for the food and cosmetics industries, not 
to mention biofuel. 

Hand-in-hand with this, the government is 
pushing to develop as many as 51 hydroelec- 
tric dams throughout the rainforest. The first 
and largest of these dams is the highly con- 
troversial Bakun dam. Sometimes referred to 
as the “monument of corruption,” the Bakun 
dam will submerge an area the size of Singa- 
pore known as the Balui valley. The valley is 
of great historical importance to the Dayak 
People: it’s a memorial for wars that took 
place centuries ago, the center of numerous 
uprisings against Japan, Britain, and other 
colonizing forces, and it is the birthplace of 
many famous Dayak warriors and leaders. 
The government will begin to. submerge the 
valley some time in October 2009. 

All of the Dayak’s living history will be 
lost. The government will do nothing to 
preserve it for reasons they've so desperately 
made clear to the world. Simply put, they 
have been blinded by greed and the west’s 
material definition of progress the govern- 
ment will drive the Dayak and their forests 
into extinction. 

You can find more writings by John Schertow 
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Blockading against logging in Borneo gt his blog: www.intercontinentalcry.org. Also 


Malaysia. The detainees re- 
main under arrest without 
being charged, and with- 
out being allowed visitors or legal counsel. 
Those newspapers still allowed are not cover- 
ing the arrests. 

In a speech before the Malaysian Parliament, 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad described 
his actions as a result of the country’s eco- 
nomic recession and what he perceives as the 
increased racial tensions the recession has pro- 
duced. He remarked that political instability 
could lead to chaos. 

Prime Minister Mahathir told Parliament last 
week that the 103 arrested were testing the gov- 
ernment’s “liberalism” at a bad time. Mahathir’s 
critics adamantly disagree, claiming that Ma- 
hathir is using a “racial crisis” as an excuse to 
silence the growing public and official opposi- 
tion to his leadership. Environmentalists have 
been arrested, because they have been outspo- 
ken on the issues of radioactive waste disposal 
and logging on Penan tribal lands in Sarawak. 
The Penan tribe, as well as Asian and Western 
environmentalists, have mounted a campaign to 


visit www.survival-international.org. 


Crackdown in Malaysia 


expose illegal timber concessions on their lands. 
According to evidence presented by activists, 
people with close connections to the ruling po- 
litical party and party members themselves hold 
shares in these illegal logging companies. 

The 42 native people jailed are from the Penan, 
Kayan, and other tribes. Also arrested is the lead- 
er of the opposition party in Parliament, lawyers, 
activists, and Chandra Muzaffar, president of 
Aliran (the country’s most active public interest 
and human rights body), as well as Meenakshi 
Raman of the Consumer Association of Penang, 
and Harrison Ngau of Friends of the Earth, Ma- 
laysia (SAM- Sahabat Alam Malaysia). 

Critics world-wide are protesting the arrests. 
The International Commission of Jurists in Ge- 
neva, Switzerland, accused Malaysian authorities 
of abusing the law to silence their critics. 

This article originally appeared in the EF!J Yule 
Edition, December 22, 1987. Back issues of the EF! 
Journal are available for $5 each. Order our near- 
complete, 29-year set for $500. 


Armed With Visions 


Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


Cougar 


Well now I’ve seen everything 

From the coyote in the downtown Chicago 
sandwich shop 

To the cougar shot in the same city 

Having walked all the way from South Dakota 
To tell us that Earth is still alive. 

Wild things bursting at her seams 

Our planet glows with 

The answers to our problems. 

Life springing back to life all around us 
Wild things running through our cities 

On a relay of hope 

The thrill of living 


-Jenny McBride 


Spend the Night 


When my neighbor Clyde 

was younger he went camping 

with a couple of friends 

in the Big Sur area & they settled into 
a campsite ready to spend the night 


His friends were going to sleep by the fire 
but Clyde not wanting towash = 
his sleeping bag if he didn’t have to _ 
walked away from the ashes & dust 
to stretch out on the picnic table 


When he awoke it wasn’t morning he saw 
but the snout & eyes of a black bear 

its front paws on the table 

its nose snorting his face in the darkness 
& his own movements bagged up tight 


He’s not exactly sure what he did next 
but whatever it was the bear 

was so flabbergasted by it that it ran off 
He says he felt like a bag of food 

being sniffed for freshness 


Then he & his friends built their campfire 
up into blazes & weren’t afraid 

of making a little noise 

There would be no more 

nodding off for any of them that night 


-Steve Toth 


Send poems to 

Warrior Poets Society 
P.O. Box 14501 

Berkeley CA 94712-5501 


all rights reserved to the authors 


“The neighbors e 
will complain,” I said 


oat “ad ie, tes aa 


is too damn cheap”, 


Coyote and the Full Moon 


It was Coyote 
I hadn’t seen him in awhile 


Wearing his buckskins 
Smokin’ a pipe 


“Where's your cee-gar?” I asked 
“Lost it hitchikin’ near Bakersfield,” he said 
“T expect I’ll find another” 


“How you been?” 
we asked each other 
at the exact same time 


“Well that’s 
the $64 question” I said 


It was nighttime 

Getting cooler 

and I’d been drawn out of the house 
by the bonfire 


Coyote lit 
- in the middle 
_ of my cul-de-sac 


“You should come here 
and dance 
It’s a full moon” 


“T know,” I said. 
“T just had an owl fly over my head.” 


“You been listenin’ 

to your owls?” he asked, tearing down a picket 
fence 

to feed the growing flames 


“Not as much 
as I oughtta,” I confessed 


Intruder 


“You know,” he said, watching the flames grow 
“People think 

I stole the secret of fire 

so they could cook 

food 


“That ain’t it 

at all 

I mean, nothing against a bowl 
of venison stew 

in fact 

everything 

for it 


“But really, 

I stole fire 

so people could stay warm 
at night 


“So they could stay 
loose 
and limber 


“the same damn 
reasons 


a they should curl up 


eeuth each other. 


, tipping at sole dried rose bushes 


and sl them in 
“Out on Highway 99 


- around the time 


I lost my stogie” 

“It’s a cold world, boy 
Don’t stay in it 

too long alone” 


About that time 
we heard the sirens 


“Maybe we'd better go in,” I said 
“What? And miss the dance?” 


-Mark Williams 


Travelling worn and turd-decorated deer paths i come 
across a huge buck, surprising him. 

Perhaps he’d been sleeping away the windy afternoon 
and i’d shattered his rest like an alarm clock, or train. 

We both froze, heartbeats accelerating in the sprinkling 
of rain, and I apologized and backed away from him, hop- 
ing he’d not judge my unwelcome appearance in his home 
too harshly. 


-Mark Stoddart 
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py Crot’vAH-EF! 


Hey, did you hear the awesome latest news 
about sugar beets? No it’s not another drunk 
punk’s story about beet harvest. It’s about 
Boulder, Colorado residents getting a 
wolf for squashing a group of farmers plans 
to infest public growing lots with genetically 
modified organisms (GMO). 

When six farm- 
ers put in a permit 
for their GMO 
crops, they did 


such a public up- #3 
roar. 
“This went from 
a campfire to a 
raging wildfire,” 
exclaimed Famuer 

Rasmussen, one of the six farmers. 

“Our questions are bigger,” County Com- 
missioner Ben Pearlmen stated. “Do we allow 
GMO at all? If so, under what circumstances 
and what do we want to grow?” 

“We do not want the human populace to 
be a science experiment.” Steve Hoffman, 
managing director of the Boulder-based Na- 
tional Organic Center. 

A surprising wolf goes to the US En- 
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
for attempting to declare carbon dioxide a 
deadly pollutant. Go figure. EPA Administra- 
tor Lisa Jackson insisted that the EPA would 
continue on the path that began two years 
ago, when the US Supreme Court ruled 
greenhouse gasses qualified as pollutants— 
a well-known fact that primary school stu- 
dents know and understand. 

In April, the EPA 
began the process 
of regulating car- 
bon dioxide in a 
new way. As it pro- 
posed __ declaring 
carbon dioxide and 
five other green- 
house gasses to 
be pollutants that 


jeopardize public health. I guess we'll see 
how long it takes to actually go into effect. 

An ultimate’  tear-everyone- 
and-everything-to-shreds wolf 
goes out to our FTW friends Chima. Appar- 
ently, if Chinas carbon emissions continue 
barreling down the same track as they are 
now, by 2050, they would exceed an an- 
nual use of 100 billion tons of coal in 2050. 
That is significant, because it would exceed 
what the Earth’s capacity could provide. So, 
if 2012 fails us China’s got the eight ball in 
the side pocket. 

Here poodle, poodle, poodle, let me 
get you some water. Oh, how cute, you’re 
sitting next to your NASA friends, waiting 
for them to blow up the moon. Well, even 
though NASA blasted the moon with a mis- 
sile in October, looking for water, they won't 
be able to find any for a while, we’re sure. 
So, again, if 2012 fails us, hopefully NASA 
will have a third place shot for sending us 
all into collapse. 

A very large poodle goes out to the Ec- 
uadorian government for pushing indig- 
enous people off of their land to make room 
for tourists. The Ecuadorian government has 
already pushed 1,000 indigenous people off 
of their land and are in the process of evict- 
ing more. Apparently, to the Ecuadorian 
government tourists seeing the Galapagos 
Islands are more important than the people 
who live there. 

“We are being told that a tortoise for a rich 
foreigner to photograph is worth more than 
an Ecuadorean citizen,” said Maria Mariana 
de Reina Bustos. She is a migrant from Ecua- 
dor’s mainland who’s daughter was recently 
rounded up by police and flown back to the 
mainland. 

They say a picture is worth a thousand 
words. F*** those f****** tourists a thousands 
times over. 

In other despicable, low-bagging, 
poodle-earning news, the government of 
Uganda was revealed to be behind a car- 
bon-trading scheme that is displacing the 


indigenous people who once inhabited 
Mount Elgon. 

In 1993, a year before the Uganda Wild- 
life Authority’s tree planting project started 
by the Ugandan government proclaimed 
Mount Elgon to be a national Park, ignoring 
the fact that it was the natural land base of 
the Benet Indigenous people. 

Moses Mwangna, chairpersyn of the Benet 
Lobby Group that advocates for the Benet 
population said that the Ugandan govern- 
ment has forced the Benet people into harsh, 
unnatural, squatter-like living conditions, 
due to the armed land evictions. 

“Whenever we want to access things like 
bamboo, which our people used to survive 
on, or land grazing for our animals, or if we 
collect honey, people are arrested. People 
have lost their lives,” Mwangna said. 

The foundation group, Forests Absorbing 
Carbon-dioxide Emissions (FACE), instead of 
honoring the rights of the Benet people, has 
been helping companies from Germany and 
the Netherlands offset their carbon emissions 
from coal plants and airline companies. 


Croatan, Kat uah EF !s 
Join Forces to Defend the Globe 


At the beginning of September, 
folks from Kat’uah and Croatan 
EF!s came together to camp in the 
Pisgah National Forest in an area 
called the Globe. What brought us 
together was the Forest Service's 
plan to log this beautiful patch of 
woods in Western North Carolina. 
The Freddies want to log more than 
200 acres and spray herbicides on 
250 acres. Included in the Globe 
timber sale is the plan to log about 
60 acres of old-growth forest, which 
is extremely rare on the east coast. 
Trees range in age from 100-300 
years old. There is widespread op- 
position to the timber sale, with 
more than 1,800 public comments 
opposing it and the nearby Blowing 
Rock, North Carolina town coun- 
cil passing a resolution against the 
project. 

We spent our time in the woods 
getting to know the area better and fa- 
miliarizing ourselves with the timber sale 
boundaries. As we walked the proposed 
cuts, we got to connect with this beauti- 
ful ecosystem that the Freddies hope to 
destroy. Crawdads, salamanders and brook 
trout prowled the streams, and big leafed 
magnolias, oaks, tulip poplars and white 
pines towered overhead. Seeing what is at 
stake here in the Globe strengthened our re- 
solve to defend this land. 
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Aside from the insanity of cutting some 
of our last remaining old growth, the Globe 
timber sale would likely have a devastating 
effect on aquatic communities. Previous 
timber sales in the area wiped out trout 
populations, including the increasingly 
rare brook trout, due to increased runoff. In 
addition, the massive application of herbi- 
cides would no doubt adversely affect the 
water quality. The Globe is home to sensi- 
tive bird species, including the wood thrush 


and worm-eating warbler who 
would be harmed. 

Currently conservation groups 
are pushing for 25,000 acres of land 
in the area, including the Globe, 
to be designated the Grandfather 
Mountain National Scenic Area. 
If this act were passed, the Globe 
would be protected from logging. 
However, we can’t count on slow- 
moving legislation to protect this 
land. In the meantime, we are 
keeping tabs on activity in the 
Globe with regular monitoring 
trips, and we are brushing up on 
our blockade skills. 

After the camp ended, a small 
crew went down to the regional 
Forest Service office to let them 
know that EF! is in town. Despite 
our small, rather non-threatening 
crew, the Freddies took pictures 
of everyone and their vehicles. 
We'll make sure they become 
familiar with those faces in the 
coming months if they proceed with the 
timber sale. We are planning an action 
camp at the Globe on Halloween week- 
end. There will be tree climbing, blockade 
trainings, and hikes through the proposed 
sales. Come on down and help us defend 
this old growth forest in the mountains of 
North Carolina. 

For more information, contact: ncforest- 
defense@riseup.net, www.savetheglobe. 
wordpress.com 
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BY JOHN FITZGERALD 


Hare coursing consists of terrorizing 
hares (better known as jack rabbits in North 
America) by setting trained and “blooded” 
greyhounds in pursuit of them in a large, 
wired-off enclosure. 

The so-called Irish “sport” revolves around 
forcing captive hares to run for their lives in 
the enclosures. Each hare is pursued by two 
greyhounds. Every coursing event has about 
eighty “courses,” with that many hares be- 
ing baited by pairs of greyhounds. 

The aim is to see which greyhound will 
be the first to “turn” the hare, to divert her 
from her straight run to an escape hatch at 
the opposite end of the enclosure. 

The dog that causes the hare to run side- 
ways is declared the winner. If the hare 
manages to reach the escape hatch, she sur- 
vives to run again. However, many hares do 
not make it to the escape hatch; instead they 
are struck or mauled by the greyhounds. 

Though the dogs at official coursing events 
are muzzled, they still routinely kill or injure 
the hares. It is a regular sight to see hares tossed 
into the air by the competing dogs. A brittle- 
boned creature, the hare cannot recover from 


_ the wounds and bone breakages inflicted. 


MAXIMUM 
Not 


BY KEYOTE 


Operation Bite Back, by Dean Kuipers 
(Bloomsbury USA, 2009) is a biography of 
longtime Sea Shepherd, Animal Liberation 
Front and Earth First! activist Rod Coronado. 
More specifically, it is a detailed description 
of his campaign to cripple the fur industry, 
and also of the radical environmental and 
animal rights culture from which this cam- 
paign arose. Many of us know the generalities 
of what occurred during that time period, but 
OBB gives us a whole new dimension of detail 
and flavor. This alone makes it worth read- 
ing. In this book, we get to experience a level 
of complexity of emotion, as well as context, 
that is largely unavailable anywhere else. 

I have read Memories of Freedom, the zine 
written if not exclusively by Rod, then with 
the assistance of other ALF comrades, and 
his own zine, Strong Hearts, written during 
his four-year prison sentence, a number of 
times. So, I was already quite familiar with 
many of the events as described by the actu- 
al participant(s). Even so, these descriptions 
had to necessarily leave out a lot. So instead 
of the near-fearless bravado of communiques 
and zines, we see the full anxiety and trepi- 
dation experienced by those activists. We 
find out how the passionate fury and inti- 
mate knowledge that drove Rod to commit 
these audacious acts also drove him to bouts 
of recklessness — bouts that could have, and 
sometimes did, contribute to his eventual 
capture by the state. That’s right, even the 
great Rod Coronado, one of the most success- 
ful and revered direct action activists of the 
20" century, committed serious breaches of 
security culture. OBB, then, is required read- 


Gamblers, greyhound owners, hunters 
and other coursing fans laugh and applaud 
as the hares are forced to perform for their 
amusement. 

At pre-coursing “trials” (dress rehearsals 
for the official events) at which no rules ap- 
ply and the public is kept away, un-muzzled 
greyhounds are unleashed against hares, re- 
sulting in live tug-of-war spectacles in which 
the animals are literally torn asunder. 

The hares’ plight begins before cours- 
ing day. Their suffering commences about 
a month before the day they are taken to 
the coursing (baiting) venue. This is when 
the coursing clubs scour the countryside in 
search of hares for their baiting sessions. 

These coursing clubs use large nets to cap- 
ture the animals. Many hares are injured 
while being netted. This renders them un- 
suitable for coursing. These injured hares are 
commonly used in a training method called 
“blooding,” a viciously cruel practice in 
which hares, rabbits and occasionally cats, 
are fed live to greyhounds to give them a 
taste for blood and, thus, boost their perfor- 
mance in the coursing arena. 

There are 78 coursing clubs in Ireland, 
all committed to this organized cruelty 
to animals. Approximately 10,000 hares 
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are coursed each year, with an unknown 
number being killed, mauled or injured in 
the process. 

Independent marketing surveys show that 
a majority (75 percent) of the Irish people 
oppose hare coursing and want it banned, 
and Britain has already outlawed it. Still the 
Irish government, yielding to pressure from 
the powerful coursing clubs, permits this 
barbarism to continue. 

Not only are coursing clubs allowed to 
abuse this beautiful and inoffensive crea- 
ture—They also actively encourage visitors 
to Ireland to attend the sickening events 
and promote hare coursing as a tourist at- 


traction. They hope to attract like-minded ~ 


people from nations where the blood sport 
is banned or does not exist, in much the 
same way that bullfight organizers promote 
their form of animal cruelty. 

For more information, visit http://www. 
myspace.com/banharecoursingireland. 

John Fitzgerald is a leading animal rights 
activist in Ireland who is currently lobbying 
to have the blood sport of live hare coursing 
and other cruel practices banned. He also has 
a book called Bad Hare Days, which focuses 
on the ups and downs of his animal protec- 
tion campaigning. 


Maximum Addage 


ing for anyone interested in using direct ac- 
tion, or in being an ally to those who do. We 
can all learn a lot from it. 

That is not to say Kuipers’ work is not 
without some serious problems. Journalistic 
objectivity certainly has its place, but some- 
times it’s okay to have a little bias—speaking 
as a person heavily biased toward life and the 
continuation of it here on this beautiful little 
blue gem. In fact, if anything, the author is at 
times biased against Rod and his partners-in- 
righteous-crime. He falls over himself a num- 
ber of times to defend the hideous animal 
experiments performed by some of Rod’s tar- 
gets. In the true “objective” fashion of a main- 
stream media journalist (Kuipers, after all, is 
an editor at the Los Angeles Times), he im- 
plies both that the experiments performed 
actually have application for humans, and 
that they are intended to and will in actual- 
ity help animals. For anyone with half of a 
brain and/or a third of a conscience, this is a 
nauseating and ludicrous premise. He makes 
a number of factual and logical mistakes that 
only an outsider—and a negligent outsider, 
at that—could make. These are so numerous 
and weighty that it almost seems as if they 
are done to intentionally discredit a section 
of the radical environmental and animal 
rights movements. 

For example, he mentions a car bombing 
done allegedly by the Animal Rights Militia 
in Britain during the 1980s. He comes out 
strongly against it, saying it is reprehensible 
violence and “murderous.” What he fails to 
mention until several chapters later is that 
this car bombing has been widely discred- 
ited, and is now believed to have been the 
work of provocateurs. This is a convenient 


omission. Similarly, he totes the mass media 
and vivisection industry’s rhetoric in calling 
the 2008 firebombing of a University of Cali- 
fornia at Santa Cruz vivisector’s front porch 
“attempted murder.” Something tells me if 
those responsible were attempting to murder 
the vivisector, they would’ve done a lot more 
than leave a molotov cocktail on a fire-sprin- 
kler-equipped porch. 

He brings up the incident in 1987 where, 
at a Cloverdale, California, sawmill, a tree 
spike snaps a saw blade and severely injures 
the mill worker. He does not mention that 
this tree-spiking was almost undoubtedly not 
done by an environmentalist, and therefore, 
proper precautions were not taken. This is an- 
other convenient omission used to discredit 
eco-radicals. 

He calls Murray Bookchin a “green an- 
archist,” a laughable and foolish claim to 
anyone in the know. Additionally, he rev- 
els in the fact that he’s witnessed Captain 
Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd Conser- 
vation Society chowing down on steak a 
number of times. These days, the lovably 
rotund Watson travels around the world 
heavily (no pun intended, ha!) promoting 
veganism for environmental reasons, and 
all current signs strongly suggest Watson 
now maintains a vegan diet. Likely, Kuipe- 
rs’ is speaking from very outdated experi- 
ence here. 

Despite these serious problems, Operation 
Bite Back is, overall, a very well-researched 
project. It contains a bevy of information 
that is both interesting and very useful to 
all in the radical environmental or animal 
liberation communies. Read it with a dash 
of proverbial salt, but read it nonetheless. 
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WASHINGTON DC RISING TIDE FORMS 


BY DC Risinc TIDE 


The struggle for climate justice is growing 
in the belly of the beast, otherwise known 
as Washington, DC, where local DC resi- 
dents and activists formed a new chapter of 
Rising Tide North America, DC Rising Tide 
(DCRT). DCRT’s first action took place on 
March 26 at the national Coal-to-Liquids 
conference where the usual suspects were at 
it again. The fossil-fuel industry had arrived 
in DC to promote Coal to Liquids (CTL) 
technology that, if developed, would be 
used to fuel the US military machine, and 
potentially, the entire transportation sector 
(cars, trucks, airplanes, etc.) with oil and 
gasoline derived from coal. CTL technology 
poses a serious threat to the health and well- 
being of the planet, the global community 
and communities located in the coalfields. 


Moreover, application of sCTL technology 
would lead to.a massive new market for coal 
and would further entrench the power of 
the coal and oil industries in the political 
economy of the US. 

DCRT spoiled the fossil fools’ conference 
with a “peoples filibuster” exposing and 
confronting the absurdity of CTL. Activists 
infiltrated the conference and loudly pre- 
sented speeches to refute the statements of 
coal and oil executives from Chevron, the 
World Coal Institute, the World Petroleum 
Council and Consol Energy. DCRT called 
for an end to the use of fossil fuels and for 
adoption of clean, renewable, community- 
based energy sources. Protesters deployed 
three banners in the conference to high- 
light that “coal kills” and “coal takes lives,” 
thus the need for “renewable energy now.” 
That was just the beginning. 


Since the CTL action in March, DCRT 
has been hard at work doing outreach and 
research, developing a campaign and sup- 
porting other actions in the region. DCRT 
activists were arrested in actions at Duke 
Energy’s headquarters in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and in Twilight, West Virginia, 
where activists shut down a Massey Energy 
Mountaintop Removal (MTR) mining site. 
On September 21, DCRT launched its Stop 
MTR campaign targeting the Potomac Elec- 
tric Power Company (PEPCO), an electric 
utility that delivers power produced mostly 
from coal- and oil-fired power plants to al- 
most 800,000 homes and businesses in DC 
and the Mid-Atlantic region. Four DCRT ac- 
tivists went to PEPCO’s headquarters in DC 
and handed the staff of Joe Rigby, PEPCO’s 
CEO, a letter with demands. 

The letter ordered PEPCO to stop sourc- 


PEePpco: 
Stop using 
Moy ntain. Fep so™ 
| Coal! 
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ing MTR coal, publicly state its opposition 
to and refusal to source from MTR coal 
mining, replace that supply with renewable 
energy and halt the construction of any 
new fossil-fuel power plants. MTR is a hor- 
tific idea, involving an insatiable appetite 
for energy, corporate states controlled by 
the coal industry, massive environmental 
destruction and the decimation of Appala- 
chian communities. 

The deep social, cultural and environmen- 
tal scars of MTR in Appalachia are grotesque 
reminders of the costs and impacts of our 
consumption of coal. As of today, PEPCO 
only generates four percent of its energy from 
renewable sources and openly states on its 
web site that its goal is to reach a pitiful 8.8 
percent by 2020. DCRT is now gearing up to 
= hold PEPCO accountable for fueling climate 
: change and for the destruction of the envi- 
ronment and communities in Appalachia. 

To stay up to date on DCRT’s campaigns, 
and other DCRT actions and events, visit 
www.dcrisingtide.blogspot.com. 


Review of Hoodwinked in the Hothouse 


BY ATTILA 


Hoodwinked in the Hothouse, Rising Tide 
North America, 2009. 

While it is exciting to see thousands of 
students and climate activists out in the 
streets, the movement shares an uneasy 
relationship with the corporate sector 
and the non-governmental organizations 
that work on the corporations’ behalf. 
The climate justice movement has done 
a great job of stirring up energy around 
stopping climate change, but it has yet 
to properly address false solutions. Ris- 
ing Tide’s new booklet, Hoodwinked in the 
Hothouse, outlining false solutions, comes 
at the right time. 

The road to Hell is, of course, paved 
with good intentions (and cuts through 
indigenous lands). If corporations and 
governments, initially goaded by activ- 
ists, are addressing climate change, why 
are things getting exponentially worse? 
A quote from Simone Lovera, an activ- 
ist with Friends of the Earth Paraguay 
and Global Forest Coalition sums this 
up well: “If we hold up banners saying 
climate change kills and we want more 
government action, the very power groups driving the destruction 
will cheer and might give us even more carbon finance and agrofu- 
els. Instead, we need to mobilize against the false solutions and for 
real, meaningful actions that will actually cut emissions and deliver 
climate justice.... The time for marching for ‘global action on cli- 
mate change’ without denouncing false solutions and the drivers of 
climate change is over.” 

Corporations and governments have gotten the point: We are 
concerned about climate change. Not ones to give up their old ways, 
they have spent their time coming up with lucrative schemes that 
further exploit peasants and indigenous people, destroy primal for- 
ests and do absolutely nothing to eliminate the fossil fuel industry. 
The booklet explains in clear, accessible language the dangers we 
face from corporations cashing in on the climate crisis. It includes a 
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good mix of artwork, though some of it may not 
show up once it has been through the copier a 
few times. It avoids subcultural jargon and carries 
an aura of credibility with it, doing so by relying 
more on the experience of people on the ground 
than on science or economic equations. Corpo- 
tate Watch, the World Development Movement 
and other activists across the world contributed 
writings and artwork. 

The booklet covers programs and proposals that 
hide behind trendy buzzwords but have horrific 
consequences in the real world. Have you had 
trouble explaining carbon credits to your capital- 
ist friends? Are you confused as to what a Clean 
Development Mechanism is and why it doesn’t 
work? This booklet has the answers you’ve been 
seeking to be a more coherent climate activist. 
Part of the struggle we face is to match the well- 
funded corporate greenwash campaigns promot- 
ing these climate cash-ins, and we can’t do that if 
we don’t understand what they are proposing or 
what it looks like when it is carried out. 

The booklet also properly directs the conver- 
sation around what to do about climate change 
to focusing on building social movements that 
can end capitalism, and challenge growth and 
consumption as models for society. It avoids 
the misguided argument that many people have 
gotten caught up in where we argue over which technologies are 
sustainable, instead of framing the debate around economics and 
decision-making. 

You can order these booklets for free from Rising Tide by writing 
falsesolutions@risingtidenorthamerica.org. They ask that you cover 
the shipping costs if possible. You can also download the booklet 
at. www.risingtidenorthamerica.org/special/fsbooklet.pdf. Make a 
bunch of copies and hand it to all of the bright-eyed, bushy-tailed 
climate activists who are fresh off the bus from Powershift. Or roll it 
up and use it to whack your idiot roommate who is flying to Central 
America to plant carbon offset trees. 

Attila thinks it’s time for student activists to stop working on behalf of 
corporations by asking for corporate wind farms, and instead challenge 
industrial capitalism itself. 
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500 Protest Chevron Richmond Refinery 


Cap 
the 
Crude 


BY MCJista 


On August 17, hundreds of Richmond, Cal- 
ifornia community members joined climate- 
justice advocates, public-health experts, and 
local government and labor leaders in a col- 
orful march, protest and non-violent civil 
disobedience at Chevron’s Richmond refin- 
ery. After a festival outside of the Richmond 
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) station with 
music, dancers and speakers, and an hour- 
long march that wound through the streets, 
a mass die-in and nonviolent civil disobe- 
dience took place at the refinery’s gates. 13 
people were arrested. 

The actions outside of Chevron were orga- 
nized by a new coalition. The Mobilization 
for Climate Justice, West, whose goals are to 
get Chevron to “cap the crude” at its Rich- 
mond refinery and to get all corporations, 
including Chevron, out of the international 
climate talks in Copenhagen, Denmark in 
December. Chevron wants to process heavi- 
er crude at its Richmond refinery. Refining 
heavier crude will result in more.air pollu- 


tion, greater greenhouse gas emissions and” 


disease. 

“Chevron has the opportunity to do the 
right thing,” said the mayor of Richmond, 
Gayle McLaughlin. “They just need to agree 
to capping the crude at the level they current- 
ly refine. We want them to put Richmond’s 
residents to work modernizing and replacing 
the 80-year-old boilers, which sadly they 
chose to remove from the project several 


months ago. 

“We want Chevron to build a cleaner and 
Safer refinery,” said Ana Orozco of Com- 
munities for Better Environment. “We want 
the union jobs to continue to build a refin- 
ery that is cleaner and safer for our commu- 
nity. Our community has been put at risk 
for too long.” 

“Chevron has clearly attempted to drive a 
wedge between workers and the Richmond 
community in order to avoid being held ac- 
countable to the community’s demand for 
clean air and a healthy environment,” said 
Charles Smith, a local union figure. “We sup- 
port the community in this struggle.” 

After a peaceful, celebratory march through 
the streets of Richmond, the marchers arrived 
at the gates of the refinery and were met with 
a heavy police presence. Participants staged 
a mass die-in while Suanu Bere, of Nigeria; 
Nyunt Than, of Burma; Nathan Brinley, a US 
veteran of the Iraq War, and speakers from 
Richmond described the death caused by 
Chevron and its operations around the world. 
“What is unique about Chevron is the net- 
work of Chevron-affected communities that 
have joined together in opposition to the 
brutality of the company’s operations,” said 
Antonia Juhasz, director of the Chevron Pro- 
gram at Global Exchange. “We are here with 
groups from across the Bay Area and around 
the world, banding together to create a mass 
people’s movement to achieve meaningful 
policy change to force Chevron and the en- 
tire oil industry to be cleaner, safer, more hu- 
mane and equitable everywhere.” 

After the die-in, a “clean-up crew” entered 
into the refinery through the police bar- 
ricade in an attempt to make the refinery 
cleaner and safer. Thirteen “cleaners” were 
arrested, while rally participants supported 
them with chants and songs. The chalk out- 
lines of the dead remained after the protest- 
ers left the refinery. 

“The North Richmond .community is 
on the frontline of Chevron’s chemical as- 
sault,” said Henry Clarke, the Executive Di- 
rector of the West County Toxics Coalition, 
“We have experienced a lifetime of chemical 
exposure, asthma, cancer and death. These 
are human rights violations. West County 
Toxics Coalition will fight until there is no 
net increase in emission from the Chevron 
Hydrogen Expansion Project.” 


’mental Justice, Greenpeace, 


The protest at Chevron was part of a cam- 
paign to generate political pressure and 
“street heat” leading up to the international 
climate change talks in Copenhagen. Other 
protests will be held later in the year and in 
other parts of the country. 

“People, not corporations, should drive the 
critical climate talks in Copenhagen,” said 
Ananda Lee Tan of the Mobilization for Cli- 
mate Justice spokes council and the Global 
Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives. “To date, 
at the United Nation’s climate talks, corpo- 
rate lobbyists have outnumbered representa- 
tives of governments and civil society groups 
by a ratio of as high as four to one. We want 
Chevron. and all corporate lobbyists banned 
and frontline community Voices represented 
at these talks.” 

“The MCJ seeks to empower community- 
based activist groups and networks to lead 
a global climate-justice movement in con- 
fronting the root causes of climate change at 
home, while defining community priorities 
and self-determination pathways for a new 
energy economy,” said Torm Nompraseurt of 
the Asian Pacific Environmental Network. 

The Mobilization for Climate Justice- 
West includes more than 35 diverse groups: 
AFSCME Local 444, Amazon Watch, Art in 
Action, the Asian-Pacific Environmental 
Network, the Bay Area Labor Committee 
for Peace and Justice, Bay Localize, the 
Burmese American Democratic Associa- 
tion, Communities for-a Better Environ- 
ment, Contra Costa Greens, Direct Action 
to Stop the War, Earth First!, Environmen- 
tal Justice and Climate Change Initiative, 
the Filipino American Coalition for Envi- 
ronmental Solidarity, Forest Ethics, Global 
Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Global 
Exchange, the Global Justice Ecology Proj- 
ect, Greenaction for Health and Environ- 
Headrush, 
the International Forum on Globaliza- 
tion, International Rivers, Justice in Nige- 
tia Now!, Movement Generation, Pacific 
Environment, Poor Magazine, Rainforest 
Action Network, the Richmond mayor’s 
Task Force on Environmental Justice and 
Health, the Progressive Bengali Network, 
the Richmond Progressive Alliance, the 
Ruckus Society, Rising Tide North America, 
Solidarity, the West County Toxics Coali- 
tion, Youth In Focus and 350.org. 


YOU CAN'T FIX A BROKEN SYSTEM 


TAKE URGENT ACTION THIS DECEMBER AT HOME OR AT THE COP15 TO 
RESIST GREEN CAPITALISM’S FALSE SOLUTIONS TO CLIMATE CHANGE 


www.climate-justice-action.org 
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BJ Viehl Pleads Guilty to ALF Fur-Farm Raid 

On September 3, BJ Viehl changed his plea to guilty and admit- 
ted releasing hundreds of mink from a Utah fur farm as part of an 
Animal Liberation Front raid (see EF!] May-June 2009.) Viehl and his 
co-defendant, Alex Hall, were charged under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act. Viehl now faces up to five years in prison. Hall is still 
taking his case to trial. Viehl’s supporters put up a message from him 
on his MySpace page, saying that Viehl has not agreed to cooperate 
with prosecutors in any way. 

Part of his explanation follows: 

“Utah is a very conservative and religiously controlled state, and 
cases like mine are almost always guilty until proven innocent. Hav- 
ing a politically and religiously biased jury deciding my fate will not 
be of my best interest. The change of plea hearing will be on Septem- 
ber 2, 2009, and will basically consist of me admitting guilt and ac- 
cepting responsibility. This, however, will not affect Alex negatively 
in any way. Whatever Alex chooses to do with his case, he will have 


my love and respect.” Visit www.myspace.com/supportbjandalex for 
more information. 


More Armed Attacks On Zapatistas 

On the morning of September 1, about 150 members of the Mexi- 
can paramilitary groups Aric Official, Aric Historical and OPDDIC 
from Santo Tomas attacked a group of Zapatista support bases in 
White House presidio, a community recently established on lands 
people have been working for the last 12 years, within the auton- 
omous municipality of San Manuel. In the clash, a paramilitary 
member was killed and more than 20 people were wounded, most 
of them Zapatistas. Seven Zapatistas were captured, imprisoned and 
tortured in Santo Tomas. During their detention, they were forced 
to sign documents of indictment and were savagely tortured. One 
man was suspended from a tree with the aim of hanging him, and 
another had his testicles cut off. 

The Zapatistas reclaimed these lands in 1994. People who live here 
in the support bases have been harassed by members of these organi- 


‘zations since July. They have established a civil peace camp there to 


monitor and prevent these attacks. Armed with machetes, sticks and 
firearms, paramilitary groups have evicted people from their land; 
injured, stole or killed livestock; and kidnapped, beat and tortured 
Zapatista support bases with the sole intention of intimidating Zap- 
atista supporters. This is the first time in a long while that Zapatistas 
have been attacked by such a large number of people. 


AY SAT IES INE 


Update on Eric McDavid 

The opening brief for Eric’s appeal was filed on September 17. Al- 
though this is only the first step in a very long process, it was a wel- 
come development after a year’s worth of delays. The government's 


‘response to Eric’s brief is due on October 15, although it is quite 


possible there will be more delays. The opening brief be accessible 
on Eric’s website. 

Also, after a recalculation of his points (what the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons uses to determine in which security level prison to place 
someone), Eric realized he qualifies for a low-security facility. He has 
put in a request to be moved and is awaiting a response. Please re- 
member that everything you send and write to Eric is read by the au- 
thorities. For updates on Eric’s case and ways to support him, please 
visit www.supporteric.org. 


~ Announcements 


Resist! An RNC Aftermath 

Documentary 
One year after the 2008 Repub- 
lican National Convention (RNC), 
the Chicago Independent Media 
Center takes a look back over the 
last year of RNC aftermath work. 
This documentary shares helpful 
advice with any activists organiz- 
ing under state repression, and 
includes interviews with legal 
: workers, members of the RNC8 
‘G and arrestees, as well as updates 
Y on our incarcerated friends. Re- 
leased on September 21. It can be 


is ro" viewed at www.archive.org/details/ 
neg 5, : RESISTRNCAftermathDocumentary 
we 


Join the Caravan in Support 
of Communities on the Front 
Lines of Resistance at Big Mountain, Black Mesa, AZ- No- 
vember 21-28, 2009 
A caravan of work crews will once again be converging from 
across the country in support of residents of the Big Mountain 
regions of Black Mesa. On behalf of their peoples, their sacred an- 
cestral lands and future generations, these communities continue 
to carry out a staunch resistance to the efforts of the US Gov- 
ernment, which is acting in the interests of the Peabody Coal 
Company, to devastate whole communities and ecosystems and 
greatly de-stabilize our planet’s climate for the profit of an elite 
few. Learn more at: www.blackmesais.org 


A Call to Climate Action at Copenhagen summit 2009 

The Climate Justice Action is a new global network of people and 
groups that are committed to taking the urgent action needed to 
avoid catastrophic climate change. Resist the false solutions of the 
COP15 climate talks! Join us in Copenhagen December 8 to 17. For 
more info visit www.climate-justice-action.org 


-_ 


Page 24 Earth First! Samhain 2009 


Carnivores 2009- November 15-18 

Please join Defenders of Wildlife and leading scientists, wildlife pro- 
fessionals and conservation advocates for Carnivores 2009, a three-day 
conference focusing on climate change, habitat loss and fragmenta- 
tion, and other threats facing carnivores today. It will be held at The 
Grand Hyatt Denver, in Denver, Colorado. For more information, visit 
their website at www.carnivoreconference.org or call: 202-628-9400. 


No Olympics On Stolen Native Land- Feb. 10-15, 2010 

Anti-Olympic organizers in Vancouver, “Canada” have called for 
a convergence of anti-colonial and anti-capitalist forces to confront 
the corporate Olympic industry and 2010. Olympic Winter Games. 
For more info visit www.no2010.com 


Winter Activist Gathering for a Sustainable Florida at Levy 
County, Florida- December 4-7 
Converge to end the energy empire! 

-Join us for a weekend of camping, swimming, hiking, workshops, 
music, skill sharing, networking and taking action to stop the new 
Levy County Nuclear Power plant. Around the world’s people are 
organizing to send a strong message to the United Nations about 
climate change. Locally, in our own Floridian communities, we are 
facing the realities of this accelerating crisis... Not only in rising sea 
levels, salt water intrusion and warmer temperatures, but also in the 
dangerous, false solutions—such as nuclear power—being pushed by 
giant power companies like Progress Energy. The proposa! to build 
new reactors in northwest Florida, known as the Nature Coast, with- 
in the Withfacoochee River watershed and on the edge of Rainbow 
Springs basin is a disaster in the making. Progress Energy is already 
extorting its customers to pay for these reactors (using an ‘Early Cost 
Recovery’ policy allowed by Governor Crist) and spending billions 
on a project that could take decades to get online, has no waste dis- 
posal plan and is linked to devastating uranium mining. Meanwhile 
renewable, decentralized options that would lower hazardous emis- 
sions are available now. 

NO NEW NUKES ON THE NATURE COAST! RSVP for details and 
directions: 561-588-9666, e-mail camp@nukeflorida.net. 


Announcements continued on page 28 
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Mountaintop Removal Boulder 
Destroys Elderly Couple’s Home 

One year ago, an elderly couple in Floyd 
County, Kentucky, were approached by a 
coal company offering money to strip-mine 
their mountainside. They refused. On Au- 
gust 28 of this year, however, a massive 
boulder from the Frasure Creek Mining strip 
job came crashing into the bedroom of Billy 
and Eileen Tussy. Luckily, they weren’t home 
at the time. The federal Office of Surface 
Mining determined that the boulder was in 
fact caused by blasting at the Frasure Creek 
mine. The Tussys and three other families 
were evacuated to motels. The Tussys do 
not want to return to their home for fear of 
more boulders crashing through their walls. 


They hope to put up a new mobile home 


near relatives elsewhere. When asked if the 
company plans to apologize to the Tussys, 
Austin Powder Company (the subcontrac- 
tor for Frasure Creek Mining) Corporate Risk 
Manager Constantine Toscidis responded, 
“We don’t really go there.” 


Arctic Geese Skip Migration as Planet 


Warms _ 

Recently, research has shown that since 
the Fall of 2007, tens of thousands of small 
arctic geese, called Pacific Brant, made the 
dramatic decision to not go south for Winter. 
They usually spend the cold months in the 
waters off Mexico’s Baja peninsula, munch- 
ing on their favorite eel grass. As the Earth’s 
climate warms, however, they increasingly 
remain in the barren windswept lagoons of 
western Alaska. According to a new study, 
this trend is likely to continue, affecting a 
host of migratory birds across the globe. 


Military Trains For “Eco-Terrorist” 
Atacks 

Cherry Point Air Station in Havelock, 
North Carolina has held a terrorism train- 
ing on September 16, during which envi- 
ronmentalists stormed the military base, 
took hostages, demanded money and killed 
two marines. Cherry Point is considered 


‘one of the best jet bases in the world. It 


trains -Marines and launches strike mis- 
sions headed for Afghanistan. It’s good to 
know they’re preparing for combat with 


.the most appropriate enemy: environmen- 


talists who’ve never harmed anyone, never 
taken hostages, and primarily direct their 
campaigns at corporations or government 
agencies, not the military. Never mind pro- 
life extremists who regularly attempt and 
carry Out assassinations. We’ve got animal 
lovers plotting against the military! What 
a humorous, yet eerie, insight into the US 
military’s priorities. 


As King Salmon Population Falls, So 
Do Killer Whales 

A new study published in the latest Roy- 
al Society Biology Letters suggests that killer 
whales are highly dependent on a healthy 
population of king salmon, the largest mem- 
ber of the salmon family. The study warns 
that killer whales need king salmon to such 
a degree that they will actually die when 
numbers of king salmon drop. Although 
killer whales can eat a variety of mammals 
and fish as specialized hunters, they are de- 
pendent on this single species of salmon. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada, an arm of 
the Canadian government, has called for 
strengthening whale populations by ensur- 
ing adequate availability of prey. Lead au- 
thor John Ford said the agency also urges 
“minimizing the potential effects of an- 
thropogenic impacts, such as disturbance 
and noise, and identifying and protecting 
critical habitat.” 


Massive Pollution Threatens Peruvian 
Amazon and Indigenous Communities 

A new report published by E-Tech Interna- 
tional found that crude oil and toxic waste 
pits have been left behind by Occidental 
Petroleum’s (OXY) operations in the Cor- 
rientes region of the Peruvian Amazon. 'A 
team of experts visited and sampled four 
contaminated sites and found heavy metals, 


volatile organic compounds and _hydrocar- 
bons at levels above US and Peruvian safety 
standards. The report found that the recent 
remediation operation by the current op- 
erator, Argentine-based Pluspetrol, has been 
devastatingly insufficient. 

Despite the intention of the company and 
the Peruvian government to declare reme- 
diation work complete, the contamination 
continues to present a serious health risk to 
the local Achuar indigenous communities. 
When it rains, oil runs into the rivers and 
streams where the people obtain their food. 

In 2006, blockades and protests by the 
Achuar shut down oil production for 13 
days and forced Pluspetrol to upgrade OXY’s 
aging infrastructure and re-inject produc- 
tion waters, though Pluspetrol has yetsto 
adequately clean up OXY’s toxic legacy. The 


health of the Achuar and their local environ- 


ment remain seriously threatened. 


Mexican Wolf Pack Spared 
On August 28, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service made a heartening decision to spare 


the Middle Fork Pack of endangered Mexi- - 


can gray wolves from removal. Despite their 
having killed five head of cattle on the Gila 
National Forest in southwest New. Mexico, 
the agency has stepped back from the per- 
secution of North America’s most-imperiled 
mammal for a second time. The pack con- 
sists of two three-legged adult wolves, who 
each lost one leg after stepping into pri- 
vately set leghold traps, a yearling and four 
pups born this Spring. 

Five other wolf packs previously lived in 
the heavily grazed Beaverhead area of the 
Gila National Forest before being trapped 
and shot by the US government due to pres- 
sure from the livestock industry. Fortunately, 
this pack has been spared. 

As of last year, only 52 wolves and just two 
breeding pairs have survived between New 
Mexico and Arizona. A new count will take 
place in Jour, 


Sciinsie- Alice a Bad Idea to Me 

A 2.7-magnitude earth quake shook build- 
ings and frightened many residents with the 
sound of a sonic boom in Landau, Germany, 
on August 15. This was caused by a local geo- 
thermal energy plant that extracts heat by 
drilling deep into the Earth. German officials 
are now reviewing the safety of geothermal 
energy projects. Good call. 

Geox, the German energy company that 
utilizes this method, claims that it can 
greatly reduce the world’s dependence on 
fossil fuels by providing a vast source of re- 
newable energy. However, a similar project 
in Basel, Switzerland, was shut down after 


causing earth quakes in 2006 and 2007. In- 


Northern California,-a similar project, run 
by AltaRock Energy, is under scrutiny by the 
Energy Deptartment to determine whether 
it’s safe. Although Geox admits to having set 
off tiny tremors in the past, officials profess 
uncertainty as to the August 15 quake. Local 
residents, however, know for sure that some- 
thing’s wrong with an energy project that 
causes earthquakes. 


Human Activity Sinking World's River 
Deltas 

A new study led by the University of Colo- 
rado at Boulder indicates most of the world’s 
low-lying river deltas are sinking from hu- 
man activity, rendering them increasingly 
vulnerable to flooding from rivers and ocean 
storms, and putting tens of millions of peo- 
ple at risk. The study concluded that 24 out 
of the world’s 33 major deltas are sinking, 
and that 85 percent have experienced severe 
flooding in recent years. This has resulted 
in the temporary submergence of roughly 
100,000 square miles of land. 

This danger is not only due to rising sea 
levels, it is exacerbated by the upstream 
trapping of sediments by reservoirs, dams, 


man-made channels and levees that carry: 


sediment into the oceans beyond coastal 
floodplains, and the accelerated compact- 
ing of floodplain sediment caused by the 


affects all animals. The ivory trade is not. If 


- versible damage to Kenya’s elephant popula- 


extraction of groundwater and natural gas. 
About 500 million people in the world live 
on river deltas. 


100 Elephants Dead in Kenya This Year 

More than 100 elephants have been killed 
in Nairobi, Kenya, so far this year as a result 
of poaching and drought-related hunger. 
On top of Kenya’s worst drought in 12 
years, poaching has increased to meet a 
global demand for ivory. Around 23,000 el- 
ephants live in Kenya. Poaching can dras- 
tically decrease this population in a few 
years. In Chad, for instance, a recent survey 
showed that its elephant population has de- 
clined from 3,800 to slightly more than 600 
in the past three years. 

The drought is a natural occurrence that 


left unchecked, it will do much more irre- 
tion than any drought. 


Whirlpool Hid Facts of Toxins in Park 
Land 
On August 28, citizens from poor, largely 
people-of-color Benton Harbor, Michigan, 
revealed to a federal judge that property the | 
city received in exchange for 22 acres of pris- | 
tine beachfront land is toxic. Whirlpool Cor- 
poration, the world’s largest manufacturer 
of washing machines, with its international 
headquarters in neighboring Benton Town- 
ship, kept this dirty secret from the public, 
as well as the US Corps of Army-Engineers. | 
Whirlpool-backed Harbor Shores Develop- - 
ment obtained a 106-year lease of 22 acres : | 
of Jean Klock Park to develop a Jack Nick- | 
laus Signature golf course with views of Lake 
Michigan. Klock Park is the city’s major park | 
for residents and is used for reunions, bap- | 
tisms, picnics, etc. | 
Harbor Shores convinced the city commis- . | 
sion that the financially decimated city need- 
ed the golf course as an anchor for economic 


_ development. Residents, however, claim the 


golf course violates the Land and Water Con- 
servation Act and the linnmpenennee hth Pro- 
tection Act. Arsehic SS" 

and lead are among ei ee 

the “alphabet stew” — 
of poisons on the - 
parkland. It took ex- 
tensive Freedom of 
Information Act fil- 
ings and searches to — 
discover that these ® 
toxins existed. This 
is a clear example BS 
of environmental ™%§ 
racism in a town 
whose livelihood — 
depends largely Hae 
on one company [ey 
that offers little to Hae 
no economic relief 
for its inhabitants. 
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Herbicide Atrazine Linked to Cancer, 
Birth Defects, Endocrine Disruption 
and Endangered Species Impacts 

Atrazine is the most commonly used her- 
bicide in the US. It is a widely used weed 
killer that, at extremely low concentrations, 
chemically castrates frogs. It is linked to J 
significant human and wildlife health con- 
cerns, including endocrine disruption, birth 
defects, fertility problems, certain cancers 
and declines of endangered species of am- 
phibians and fish. It is also the most com- 
mon contaminant of ground and drinking 
water nationwide. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has ignored proof of atrazine-contam- 
inated water, and has been sued by conser- A 
vationists in 2003 for failing to review the 
impacts of atrazine on several endangered 
species. Although required by a court order 
to further assess atrazine, the EPA has con- ~ 
ducted misleading and insufficient monitor- 
ing programs, which ignore more than 1,000 
vulnerable watersheds. The case for banning © 
atrazine has long since been built, but the 
EPA has yet to act on it. 
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The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to 
prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations ate. 
Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or 
related topics with them. Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted subscription 


to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 42¢ stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, 
should send $20 to the same address. 


Se 


Prisoner and Legal 
‘Updates 


*Dean Cain WJ 4309, HMP 
Preston, 2 Ribbleton Lane, Lan- 


~ cashire, PR1 5AB, England. Jailed 


for breaching parole conditions 


_ whilst on parole for three charges — 


related to interfering with ani- 

mal research on a rabbit farm. 
eAlex Hall, Inmate #2009- 

06304, 800 West State St.Davis 


County Jail, 800 West State 


St.,Farmington, UT 84025, USA. 
Recently plead guilty to charges 
related to being accused of raid- 
ing a mink farm. 

eJesse James Forrey, RC Cor- 
rectional Facility, 297 Century 
Avenue South, Maplewood, MN 
55119. Sentenced to 4 months 


_ for “damage to property” during © 


the 2008 Republican National 
Convention. For more informa- 
tion visit www. supportjessejames, 
wordpress.com. 

eMurphy, Steve James, 
0910300841, Central Deten- 
tion Center, 630 East Rialto 
Ave.,San Bernardino, Ca 92408 
accused of involvement in an at- 
tempted arson on a town house 
construction site in 2006. For 
more information visit www. 
supportsteve.org. 

*Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP 
Stafford, 54 Gaol Rd, Stafford, 
T16 3AW, UK. Recently released 

_ after their appeal went through. 
Sean was serving 4.5 years for 
organizing legal demonstra- 
tions against Sequani, an ani- 
mal-testing company. For more 
information, visit supporTsEAN. 
WORDPRESS.COM. 

ejeffrey “Free” Luers, #13797671, 
Columbia River Correctional Insti- 
tution, 9111 NE Sunderland Ave, 
Portland, OR 97211, USA. Free 
was recently released from prison 
early only to be forced to return 
later the same day. The prison said 
it was an error. Serving 10 years 
for arson at a car dealership and 
attempted arson of an Oil tftick. 
For more information, visit www. 
freefreenow.org. 

*Jonatan Strandberg, Box 248, 
59323, Vastervik, Sweden. Serv- 
ing 15 months imprisonment for 
charges related to the property 
damage of logging and urban 
sprawl equipment. 


Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 
*Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 


Page 26 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2009 


Cm EY EE 


Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing to either 
life in prison or death. Abu-Ja- 
mal, a politically active journal- 
ist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more informa- 
tion, Visit Wwww.FREEMUMIA.ORG. 
eLuke Steele, WJ4308, HMP 
Lincoln, Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, 


' LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on 


three charges related to interfer- 
ing with animal research on a 
rabbit farm. 

eDaniele Casalini, Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), 
Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly using explosives to damage 
power lines. Casalini is a mem- 
ber of II Silvestre, an Italian eco- 
anarchist group and. frequent 
target of state repression. 


*Francesco’- Gioia;Via Casale 


50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), It- 
aly. Moved to the above address. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly using 
explosives to damage power lines. 
Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. 

eJohn Graham, Pennington 
County Jail, 307 St Joseph 
Street, Rapid City, SD $7701, 
USA. Awaiting trial on murder 
charges. Graham was framed 
by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American Indian 
Movement (AIM) activist Anna 
Mae Pictou-Aquash. 

eBryan Griffiths, XW8892, 
HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch, B97 6QS,; UK. A 


hunt monitor on remand who 


is falsely accused of murdering 
a hunt supporter following a 
tragic accident. Griffiths was 
monitoring a hunt when he 
landed to refuel. A hunt sup- 
porter was hit by the helicop- 
ter and died. Despite this being 
a clear accident, Griffiths has 
been charged with murder. 


Animal Liberation 

eJon.Ablewhite, TB4885, and 
Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP 
LHMP. Ranby, Retford, Notts, 
DN22 8EU, England. Serving 12 
yeats for conspiracy to black- 
mail a supplier of guinea pigs 
for vivisection. 

-eDan Amos, VN7818, HMP 
Guys Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dor- 
set, SP7 OAH, England. Amos 
is serving four years for con- 
spiracy to blackmail people 
linked to Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS). For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mysPaAce.com/ 
SUPPORTDAN. 


eGregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspPace.com/ 
SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

eNatasha Avery, NR8987, HMP 
Send, Ripley Road, Woking, Sur- 
rey, GU23 7LJ, UK. Serving nine 
years for conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to Huntingdon 
Life Sciences. Visit www.myspace. 
COM/SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

*Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Frankland, Brasside, Durham, 
County Durham DH1 SYD, Eng- 
land. Serving 10 years for conspir- 
acy to commit arson in connection 
with the campaign against Oxford 
University’s primate lab. For more 
information, visit www.mysPAce.coM/ 
SUPPORTMEL. 

eJacob Conroy, #93501-011, 
FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007, 
San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. 
Serving four years fo1 conspir- 
acy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For 
more information, visit www. 
SUPPORTJAKE.ORG. 

eDonald Currie, A3660AA, 
HMP Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, POB 30 
5NX, UK. Serving an “indefinite 
sentence” of at least six years— 
with no fixed release date or 
upper limit—for atson against 
targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

eLauren Gazzola, #93497-011, 
FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, 
CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for, conspiracy charges 


‘stemming from her work with 


SHAC. For more information, 
Visit WWW.SUPPORTLAUREN.COM. 

eLinda Greene #1300927, 
Century Regional Detention Fa- 
cility, 11705 S. Alameda Street, 
Lynwood, CA 90262, USA. Being 
held on charges related to stalk- 
ing and vivisection. 

eGavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, 
HMP  Coldingley, Shaftesbury 
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, 
GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight years 
in connection with the campaign 
against HES. 

*eKevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN _ 55072, . USA. 
Serving six years for conspitacy 
charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more informa- 


AZ 85702. Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner’s subscription 


veel 

tion, Visit WWW.SUPPORTKEVIN.COM. 

*PI Noordsingel, Peter Janssen 
5102880, Postbus 37066, 3005 
LB Rotterdam, Accused of free- 
ing mink from a fur farm. 

Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Foston Hall , Foston, 
Derby, Derbyshire DE65 SDN, 
UK. Serving 11 years for con- 
spiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspPAce.com/ 
SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

eKevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being 
held on chareges related to stalk- 
ing and vivisection. 

eJohn Smith, TB4887, HMP 


Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hat- 


field Woodhouse, Doncaster, 
DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years 
for attempting to blackmail a 
farmer who supplied guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

eWilliam James Viehl, In- 
mate #2009-05735, 800 West 
State St.Davis County Jail, 800 
West State St.,Farmington, UT 
84025, USA. Being held after 
breaking bond accused of raid- 
ing a mink farm. 
~eDan Wadham, A5S705AA, 
HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 SPB,UK. Serving 
five years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

eSarah Whitehead, VM7684, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for 
burglary charges after rescuing 
an abused beagle from a danger- 
ous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 
100 animals from a pet breeder 
who was later prosecuted for 
animal abuse. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mysPAce.com/ 
SUPPORTSARAH. 


Ecodefense 

Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, 
CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 years for 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) ar- 
son of SUVs. For more information, 
Visit GRANTBARNES.WORDPRESS.COM. 

Nathan “Exile” Block, #36359- 
086, FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, 
Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. Serving 
nearly eight years for ELF arsons at an 
SUV dealership and a hybrid poplar 
farm 


“Manco Camenisch, Postfach 
3143, CH-8105 Regensdorf, Swit- 


Long Live The Spirit of 
Avalon 


Elm) kJ 


ne) 
“> | 
al 
i 
rt 


“We have to show the enemy 
that we are serious about 
defending what is sacred. 

Together we have teeth and 
claws to match our dreams. 
Our greatest weapons are 
imagination and the ability to 
strike when least expected.” 


-Beltane 1997 Communique 
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zerland. Serving 18 years for us- 
ing explosives to target nuclear 
facility power lines and for the 
alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, 
German, Spanish and Italian flu- 
ently, as well as some English. 

*Marie Mason, #04672-061, 
FC] Waseca, Federal Correc- 
tional Institution, POB 1731, 
Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv- 
ing 21 years and 10 months for 
a series of ELF actions against 
genetic engineering and devel- 
opment. For more information, 
Visit WWW.FREEMARIE.ORG. 

*Eric McDavid, #16209- 
097, FCI Victorville Medium 
II, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 
92301, USA. Serving 19.5 years 
for conspiracy to destroy the 
US Forest Service’s Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plants. For 
more information, visit www. 
SUPPORTERIC. ORG. 

eDaniel McGowan, #63794- 
053, USP Marion, POB 1000, 
Marion, IL 62959, USA. Serving 
seven years for ELF arsons at a 
lumber company and a hybrid 
poplar farm. For more informa- 
tion, Visit www.sUPPORTDANIEL.ORG. 

*Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, 
FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th 


Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. 


Serving 4.25 years for the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front/ELF ar- 
son of a horse slaughterhouse 
and meat-packing plant. For 
more information, visit www. 
SUPPORTJONATHAN.ORG. 


*Michael Sykes, #696693, Han- 
dion Correctional Facility, 1728 
W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, MI 
48846, USA. Serving four to 10 
years for the arson of two newly 
constructed condominiums, try- 
ing to chop down an 80-foot 
utility pole and attempting to 
chisel through cement in his jail 
cell. For more information, visit 
SUPPORTMICHAEL.WORDPRESS.COM. 

eBriana Waters, #36432-086, 
FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan- 
bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving 
six years for the ELF arson of the 
University of Washington’s Cen- 
ter for Urban Horticulture. Wa- 
ters insists she was not involved. 
For more information, visit www. 
SUPPORTBRIANA.ORG. 

eJoyanna “Sadie” Zacher, 
#36360-086, FCI Dublin, Camp 
Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dub- 
lin, CA 94568, USA. Serving 
nearly eight years for ELF arsons 
at an SUV dealership and a hy- 
brid poplar farm. 


Indigenous Resistance 
*Leonard Peltier, #89637- 
132, USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. Serv- 
ing life in prison after being 
framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.FREEPELTIER.ORG. 
Byron Shane of Chubbock© 
Clan, #07909051, USP Lewis- 
burg POB 1000, Lewisburgh, 
PA, North America. Serving 
80 years for aggravated assault 


of federal agents, escape and 
bank robbery. “Oso Blanco” 
funneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista 
Army of National Liberation 
in Mexico. 


MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 
30-100 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.ONAMOVE.COM. 

*Debbie Sims Africa, 
#006307, Janet Holloway 
Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fuller- 
ton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403, USA. 

eMichael Davis Africa, 
#AM4973, and Charles Sims 
Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- 
ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426, USA, 

*Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 
Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 17932, 
USA. 

William Phillips Africa, 
#AM4984, and Delbert Orr Af- 
rica, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Fol- 
lies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 


Other Political Prisoners 

*Matt DePalma, #14126-041, 
FCI Fairton POB 420 Fairton, 
NJ 08320. Sentenced to three 
and a half years in prison for 
unlawful possession of de- 
structive devices at the 2008 


Republican National Conven- 
tion. 

eFran Thompson, #1090915, 
CCC 3151 Litton Dr, Chilli- 
cuthe, MO 64601, USA. Before 
receiving a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker 
in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and envi- 
ronmental campaigns. 

*Helen Woodson, #03231- 
045, FMC Carswell, Admin 
Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serv- 
ing nearly nine years for vio- 
lating her parole by dumping 
a cup of red paint over the 
security apparatus of a fed- 
eral court and making warn- 
ings (“threats”) of weapons 
of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years 
for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackham- 
mer, mailing warning letters 
with bullets inside to Officials, 
and robbing a bank and burn- 
ing the money. 


Prisoner Support Groups 

eEarth Liberation Prisoners 
Support Network, elp4321@ 
hotmail.com; www.spiriTorFrReEe- 
DOM.ORG.UK. 

*National Jericho Move- 
ment, POB 1272, New 
York, NY 10013, USA; www. 
THEJERICHOMOVEMENT.COM. 

*North American Earth Lib- 
eration Prisoners Support Net- 
work, naelpsn@mutualaid.org; 
WWW.ECOPRISONERS.ORG. 
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BY DarreL_t Geist & StoRM WATERS 


Earth First! lost another of its warriors this past - 


Spring. Greg Shin Do Bechle, also known as “Hay- 
duke” or “Bechle-Man,” succumbed to brain cancer 
at age 53—after a colorful and tumultuo 
travel, revolutionary activism and mental 

Greg first became active in the early 19; 
16 years old, he was bayoneted in Philz ; el 
by a National Guardsman at an anti-Vi 
War protest. ¥ 


joyed being in Blackleaf Canyon—the last p lac 
in the Lower 48 where grizzlies come ou nit : 
in ge Lene 48 viet ites coins og t 

mountain goat he was. He worked his ass off. 
save the Front from the greedy oil and gas 
tards, constantly enlisting people to thwart evil 


corporate plans. Since then, most of the oil and - 


gas leases along the Rocky Mountain Front have 
been withdrawn. Greg helped make that happen. 
The bears agree. 

Greg also spent time in the Little Rockies, a 
sweet little belt of sky-island mountains he really 
loved in northeastern Montana, the sacred home 
of the Assiniboine and Gros Ventre tribes. As with 
the Rocky Mountain Front, Greg wrote articles 
to publicize the plight of the Earth and worked 
with the tribes to shut down the Pegasus (what he 
called the “ us”) Corporation, who operated 
the Zortman Landusky mine for nearly 20 years, 


rendering a sacred mountain into a cyanide-rid- 


den dump. 
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, a local station 


would have it, je took on the 501(c)(3) 
n-profit appatatus of Cold Mountain, Cold 
ets. Greg spent time i in Yellowstone with the 


Nkiio, so his presénice is stillfelt there and will 


be'for. a long tim 
Greg, 


meto come, 
salso s 


i toa manic p Janice’ phase 
ae rilliant’ mind like a 


ame over-night that 
eds of water-color images 
of animals, numbers /4 id symbols that he ex- 
plained in detail’and showed us how to play it in 
order to” ney to A 


oa 8 8, ee 


on never oy his time and travels abroad; 


and worked for years with Jose “Chencho” Alas, 


to raise awareness and funds for the Foundation 
for Self-Sufficiency in Central America, a group 
that works to improve the living conditions of 
campesinos. Greg also worked in Colombia with 
indigenous peoples, focusing on eco-indigenous 
issues revolving around logging and mining. He 
was forced to flee when he learned that he was to 
be targeted by right-wing, military death-squads. 

Greg was also the founder and head Zen priest 
(Shin Do) of the Laughing Frog Temple in place. 
He was a Buddhist, studying a religious practice 
that I think could finally reconcile all his vi- 
sions: Om Mani Padme Hum. 

Greg was always creating, always working on 
a project, feeding a mind that worked phenom- 
enally fast and a spirit that looked far. Greg was 


e. poet, and he knew how to deliver his voice in 
Z gpANS- hip-hop or drumming manner. In 
the “80s 


; and ’90s, Greg’s poetry appeared regu- 


= » latly i in the EF! Journal. Greg was a very good and 
_’ dear friend to many seasoned eco-warriors. We 


partied hard, got rip-roaringly and laughingly 
drunk, and caused a ruckus when we could. We 
hiked the mountains together, lived together 
and worked together. 

It is safe to say that Greg evolved in a very 
short period of time into someone it will take 
most of the rest of us a lifetime (or more) to 
become. In “Requiem for Chico Mendes,” Greg 
wrote these words that we now use as a requiem 


‘for him: — 


“We offer you these memories as you fly be- 
tween worlds: We miss you. Yes, we miss you.” 


by AK Press. 
The best fiction has always been a fae ‘dan- 


ja oa 


ae & 
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by Dhenie sci-fi author seen Stanley Robinson! 


a 


While we are renowned in the marketplace 
for our sincere passion in advancing organic 


agriculture and pesticide-free foods, this only 


represents the first step towards chemical 
free living and a world without pesticides. 
For our food, our families, and our future, 
we encourage you in joining Mountain Rose 
Herbs in our struggle to abandon the use 
of chemicals and pesticides within 
our homes and gardens. 


For the very best in organic herbal 
products you can find all you need at 
www.mountainroseherbs.com. 


mountain rose verbse 
~ -com 


PO BOX 50220 * EUGENE, OR 97405 * (800) 879-3337 


Pictured here are the children of 
Mountain Rose Herbs’ employee, Felicia Colden 
(from left to right: Ariel, Talia, and Ayianna) 
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CHINA SPECIAL ined CARFREE CARTOONS 


kland, edinburgh, baltimore * info@akpress.or 
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ak press: your source for the 
best in anarchist publishing 
for 19 years and counting. 


20% off your entire order journal of the carfree movement 


when you mention EF! 
[5 issues for only $20 US by quoting Earth First] 


http://www.akpress.org 
©74-A 230d Street, Oakland CA 94612, $10-208-1700 www.carbusters.org 
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CIVIL ES CENTER 
www.cldc.org 


Defending and upholding civil 
liberties through education, out- 
reach, litigation and legal support 
and assistance since 2003. 


- Fighting the Green Scare— ev- 
ery day, in the courts, press and 
on the streets 


- Challenging repressive laws like 
the Animal Enterprise Terriorism 
Act (www.abolishtheaeta.org) 


and Interfering with Agriculture 
Operations (used 99% of the time 
on forest activists). 


- Over 170 peace, environmental, 
human and animal rights activists 
for free or very low-cost 


- Know Your Rights workshops 
in English, Spanish and a youth 
version 


- Legal Observer trainings and 
coordination for rallies, protests 
and civil disobedience 


We defend your rights to take a 
stand! Help your fellow activists 
continue their work by supporting 
the Civil Liberties Defense Cen- 
ter! Donations and monthly donor 
information available online or at 


541-687-9180 
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Faster than a Speeding 
Pack of Dogs 


“I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
I became alive to many other things—became alive to 
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say.” 


—Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 


COULD A YEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 


www.teachingdrum.org 
(715) 546-2944 
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ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 

c/o Branscam and Trish Scam 

PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk’shon EF! 

chukshonef@riseup.net 
WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

Taala Hooghan 

1926 N. 4th St. #7B, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
infofosho@gmail.com 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 
BLACKMESAIS.ORG 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 
arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 
WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(S10) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 4646, Arcata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 
NORTHCOASTEARTHFIRST | @ YAHOO.COM 
NORTHCOASTEARTHFIRST.ORG 
Santa Cruz EF! 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 


_info@smartmeme.org ~ 


COLORADO 


mig Country EF! 
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 


Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 


Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 
ae N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

61) 588-9666; evergladesearthfi ail.com 
GEORGIA ie 
Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwar@gmail.com 


ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 
(773) 465-7774 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
WWW.EARTHFIRST.ORG.AU 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; 
WWW.GROENFRONT.BE 


Elaho EF! 
earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 
ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


Car Busters 


Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 


EARTH FIRST! 
DIRECTORY 


Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don't see one, start one! 


INDIANA 

Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
stoPI69.wORDPRESS.COM 
MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast; ME 04915 
maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 
nfnmaine@gmail.com 
Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 
POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 
penbay@justice.com 

People’s Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 
info@peoplesfreespace.org 


Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 


Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
info@massdirectaction.org 


Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
MISSOURI : 


Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Buffalo Field Cam 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 
odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


_ NEBRASKA | 


EF! Nebraska © * 
205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce1@gmail.com 


Breakdown Records 
emag@graffiti.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Kattah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 


HokHokken EF! 
info@easternforestdefense.org 


IRELAND 
An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


BRITAIN 

Earth First! Action Update 

WWW. EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK/EFAU 

Leeds EF! 

Box GPD, The Commonplace, 23-25, Wharf Street 
Leeds LS2 7EQ; leeds@earthfirst.org.uk 

London EF! 


_ 84B Whitechapel High St, London, E1 0, UK 


eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, E1 1ES, UK 
0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 
Manchester EF! 
manchester@earthfirst.org.uk 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany 
green.tage@web.de 
ICELAND 
Saving Iceland 
savingiceland@riseup.net 


WWW.SAVINGICELAND.ORG 


OREGON 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF!-Eugene 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

- cascadiaef@gmail.com 
Cascadia EF!-Portland 
POB 11662; Portland, OR 97217 
cascadia_ef@riseup.net 
Green Anarchy 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 


Three Rivers EF! 
POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 


Rice, Beans & Revolution 
402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 


UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


Green Mountain EF! 
greenmtearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge EF! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 


Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 


WISCONSIN 

Madison EF! Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 


Teewinot EF! 
POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


PROJECTS. i paIGNS 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 
POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 
(202) 657-6772; 
WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ-85702 
info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


. 
ee 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlands _ 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; WWW.GROENFRONT.NL 


Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 
RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 


SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 


136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 


82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the ee of postage. For more 
; (520) 620 69 


information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 8570 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


-6900; 
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